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| Our Glorify'd JESUS above the Stars. 


Wherein is Infallibly Recorded 


How that the SOUL dieth in the BODY; 


„„ Alſo is diſcovered, 
I. What that is which ſleeps j IV. The Myſtery of the Diſ- 
in the Duſt. pute between Chriſt and 
II. The Nature of its Reft. the Woman of Samaria, 
III. The Manner of its Wa-] as touching the true Point 
king. a [1 of Worſhip, clearly open'd. 


WHEREIN. 


You have, drawn up, a Divine Charge againſt the 
| Teachers of the BAPTISTS. 


With all other Teachers publick and private, for counterfeiting the 
_ Commiſſions of the Man F ESUS, being therein convicted of ſpiritual 


High Treaſon againſt Chriſt, the Great Commiſſioner of Heaven and 
Earth, - | | 


With a true De/cription of the Kinzdom of Glory, prepared only for the Seed 
of Adam, that bleſſed Seed of Faith; and true Relation of the Kingdom of 
Darkneſs, prepared for the curſed Seed of Cain, World without End. 


Written by John Reeve and Lodowick Muggleton, the laſt Commiſſio- 


nated Witneſſes and Prophets of that only High, Immortal, Glorious 
God, Chriſt Jeſus, 
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Errata in the Soul's Mortality. 


Page 29, line 20, for you read ye; p. 35, J. 12, for a Man his r. 
a Man as his; ditto, J. 18, for judge r. judgeth; p. 39. J. 6. for no 


44 2 r. know; p. 41, J. 31, for to his own r. to own his Apoſtles; p. 42, J. 


16, for- hearts 7, Hearers; ditto, J. the lat, for Over which r. over 
them which; p. 43 J. 223 fo were naked r. were made naked 15 48, 
J. 18, 19, for all that world r. ſo likewiſe that World, and the Things 
therein are all Spiritual; p. 52, l. 11, for this World r. this preſent 
World; p. 53, J. 3. for of this r. of this Book by p. 52, 53, Titles, 
for A True Peter ption of Heaven, r. A True Relation of Hell. 


Errata in Sacred Remains. 


Page 37, line 26, for mortal Crowns v. immortal Crowns; p. 305 
4. 10, for of, r. or; p. 58, 4. 19, for Periſhable r. Periſhing ; p. 61, 
1. 21, for all Streams r. Spiritual Streams; p. 62, J. 4, for Pure Crea- 
ation . True Creation; ditto, 4. 8, for Delight r. Light; p. 65, l. 13, 
for No Light v. No Night; p. 84, J. 24, fir of 4 Stran r. 
of Strangers ſome have; p. 90, J. 20, for his Mortal v. this Mortal; 
p. 92, J. 25, for and then r. and thus; . 93, J. 12, for as Creator r. 


its Creator; ditta, J. 16, for the pure Image r. the Form or Image; 
p. 109, J. 26, fer Perſon at Glory r. Perſonal Glory. 
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'SOUL's MORTALITY 

- #33. RQVED | 
5 Againſt all GAINSAYERS. 


OU have a ſpiritual Epiſtle full of divine Conſolation, 
and Information of Judgment, unto thoſe only, which 
1n any Meaſure are enabled truly to comprehend it. 
In John the 10th, there, ſaith Chriſt, I lay down my Life, that 
T might take it again; no Man taketh it from me, I lay it down- 
of myſelf : I have Power to lay it down, and Power to take it 
agamn. | 1 8 
My beloved Brethren, in the latter Words of this Text is 
comprehended all the Wiſdom, Power, and Glory, of Infinite- 
nels itſelf. Firſt of all, here our Lord doth as it were pre- 
lent unto your ſpiritual View a two-fold Comprehenſion of his 
 God-head Power: Firſt, a divine Power to enter into Death: 
Secondly, being dead, a Power to quicken Life out of Death, 
or filent Darkneſs itſelf. Moreover, becauſe many of the 
bleſſed Ones are not fully ſatisfied, concerning Chriſt's Soul 
dying with his Body, therefore I ſhall write ſomewhat from 
his own Words, ſpoken upon that Account. Jobn the 12th 
it is thus written, Except the Wheat Corn fall into the Ground, 
and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
Fruit. Dear Friends, Oh! what a fit Reſemblance is there 
between the ſpiritual Prince of Glory, and the natural Prince 
of Grain, if it be rightly underſtood ? Furthermore, you know 
that except the Wheat Corn wholly dies in the Heart of the 
Earth, that Inſtead of an Increaſe of thirty, ſixty, or an hundred 
Fold, for want of dying it appears no more in the leaſt ; fo like- 
Viſe, had not Chriſt's divine Life been wholly dead and buried 
in the Heart of the Grave, with the Body of his Fleſh, what 
„ B ſpiritual 


2 The Soul's Mortality proved. 


ſpiritual Advantage of a glorious Increaſe to himſelf, through 
the Spirits of elect Men and Angels, could have been attained 

to in the leaſt ? | 4 
AGAIN, you know that the Flower is the Life of the Wheat 
Corn, and that, yea that Life hath its Being throughout the whole. 
Grain, making but only one bodily living and dying Life, that 
it may be capable to produce a Multitude of living Bodies into 
its own Likeneſs ; ſo likewiſe you may alſo know, that the 
Soul was the pure Life of Chriſt's Fleſh; and that, yea, that 
divine 1 ife had its Being throughout the whole Man, making 
but one only living and dying Eſſence, that it might be capable 
to produce many Bodies in his own ſpiritual Likeneſs, out ot 
the Sleep of Death, by the glorious Power of his Word ſpeak- 
ing only, when with his Saints and Angels he ſhall viſibly 
appear unto eternal Judgment. Moreover, doth not the Spirit 
of the Wheat Corn naturally die, and in the ſame Body it died 
in, even through Death itſelf, quicken into Variety of Life 
again, by Vertue of a creative Word only, without any addi- 
tional Power from the Creator in the leaſt ; ſo that it enjoys its. 
appointed Refreſhings in the Seaſon thereof ? It is written, The 
laſt Adam was made a quickning Spirit, (the ſecond Man is the- 
Lord from Heaven:) Why then ſhould it ſeem hard or ſtrange 
unto a ſpiritual Chriſtian, that the Soul of Chriſt ſhould natu- 
rally die within his Body, and though Death itſelf produce all 
Variety of divine Life again, without any additional Power in. 
the leaſt (ſeeing he alone became that all-quickning ſpiritual 
God-man) from whence, as from an everlaſting Fountain, 
floweth all ſpiritual and natural Light, even through Heavens, 
Earth, Waters, Men, Angels, and all. Creatures poſſeſſing. 
Vertue in them, Furthermare, though all the Lite of the 
Wheat Corn by Degrees wholly dieth from its preſent Life, yet 
no mortal Man can poſſibly know, in how ſhort a Time it is 
quickned into Life again; fo likewiſe it was with the Life 
of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; for although his divine Soul wholly 
died with his natural Body, yet, becauſe its divine Nature was 
of an all-quickning infinite Vertue, and of Motion ſwifter than 
Thought, therefore there can be no Expreſſion of Time be- 
tween dying and living again: Oblerving of Time belongs. 
only unto that Life which is ſenſible of its own dying; but as 
: for. 
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The Soul's Mortality proved. s 
for that eternal Life which was in Chriſt Jeſus, which paſſed 
through Death ſwifter than Thought, and thoſe Souls that are 
ſenſeleſs of all Motion, Light, or Life, in the Duſt of the 
Earth, what Time is there to them in the leaſt ? 

AGAIN, in the next Place, for a further Inſight into this 
ſupernatural Myſtery of Chriſt's God-head paſſing through 
Death, into a new and glorious Life, even naturally, as the 
moſt pureſt Grain, I ſhall write ſomething concerning Lazarus, 
and ſomething in relation to David. In the 11th Chapter of 
Saint John, it is thus written; Then ſaid Jeſus unto them plain- 
ly, Lazarus is dead; then when Jeſus came, he found that he 
had lain in the Grave four Days already. Now, if it ſhould be 
ſtill imagined by ſome that are of a weak Faith, that the Soul 
of Lazarus died not at all, but was living in a Paradiſaical 
Eſtate elſewhere, whilſt his Body remained in the Grave ; then 
I would gladly know, if known, where that Paradiſe was, or 
is? Moreover, if for want of the Knowledge of any ſuch Place, 
thou reply and ſay, his Soul for that Reaſon was aſcended into 
the higheſt Heavens; then I would alſo know, whether it be 
not contrary to all ſober Senſe or Reaſon in Man, that a Soul 
once immortalized, ſhould deſcend into a Condition of Mor- 
tality again? Furthermore, ſeeing, according to Truth, and 
Sobriety of Spirit, there was no Paradiſe, no Heaven to be 
found for the Soul of Lazarus, whilſt his Body remained in 
the Grave, where then ſhould his Soul enter, but with his Body 
only ? Chriſt ſaid that his Words were Spirit and Life, and 
that he was the Reſurrection and the Life; ſince the Soul of 
Man was therefore polluted, through carnal Generation, thou 
mayeſt know, that Man's Spirit and Body is but only one un- 
divided hving and dying Eſſence, and the infinite Vertue of 
Chriſt's Word only, was that God which revived the Soul and 
Body of Lazarus out of the Grave of Death, into this natural 
Life again, for the Manifeſtation of the Glory of his God- 
head Power, in the Spirits of his redeemed Ones; that they, 
in ſome Meaſure, may know, to the Praiſe of his unſearchable 
Wiſdom and Power, who it is that quickneth Souls out of the 
Death of Sin, into the Life of Grace; and out of the Grave of 
Death, into the Life of Glory at the laſt Day. 

B 2 AGAIN, 


The Souls Mortality proved. 
AGAIN, in the 2d Chapter of the As of the Apoſiles, it is 
written, Men and Brethren, I may boldly ſpeak unto you of the 
Patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his Se- 
pulchre remaineth with us unto this Day; for David is not 
aſcended into Heaven : What thinkeſt thou, 1s not the Soul of 
Man the aſcending Part, Light, or Life of the Body? What 
then was that which died, and was buried, and aſcended not 
into Heaven? Was it not David's whole Man, both Soul and 
Body, that ſaw Corruption ? If as yet thou art not clearly con- 
vinced of the Soul's Mortality, when the Body of David had 
neither Motion, Life, Light, nor Breath in it; I would fain 
know where his Soul was, ſecing the Apoſtle faid, For David 
is not aſcended into Heaven Moreover, when David's not aſ- 
cending into Heaven was mentioned by the Apoſtle, if his 
Soul had been capable of a ſenſible Heaven or Paradiſe, until 
the End of the World, without his Body, would not the Pro- 
phets, or the Apoſtles, have declared it one Time or other, 
it being a Thing of ſo great Concernment? Is there any more 
than one true Peace, or Soul-Paradiſe to be enjoyed in this 
Life? And canſt thou imagine, or think, that there ſhould be 


4 


two diſtinct Heavens, or paradiſical Conditions, to be enjoyed 
in that Life to come? Furthermore, is the Body of Man ca- 


pable of any Good or Evil in the leaſt, unleſs it be moved 


thereunto by its Soul? And is it not the Spirit or Soul only 
which comprehends all ſpiritual or natural Things whatſoever ? 


What then was that which, inſtead of aſcending into Life, Hea- 
ven, or Glory, deſcended into Death or Duſt, but the very 
Soul of David, as well as his Body? Thus you which are of a 
ſpiritual Comprehenſion may clearly fee, that whereſoever the 
Scriptures make mention of aſcending, deſcending, living, or 
dying of Man, it always points at the Soul of the Man, though 
the Body ſometimes be firſt mentioned, 

AGAIN, it is written, And fear ye not them which kill the 
Bedy, but are not able to kill the Soul; but rather fear him which 
ig able to dejtray both Body and Soul in Hell. Almoſt all Men 
are at a great Loſs, through the Variety, and ſeeming Contra- 
riety of Scripture-Sayings : Now you know that the Scriptures 
bear but a two-fold Senſe in them, and no more; that is to ſay, 
Hiſtory and Miſtery, natural or ſpiritual ; no Man therefore 
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The Soul's Mortality proved. 5 
is capable truly to comprehend Scripture-Myſteries or Secrets, 
unleſs he poſſeſſeth the inviſible Life or Power of them in his 
own Soul; Moreover, unleſs a Man be indued with a divine 
Gift in ſome ſpirifual Depths above all other Men, did the 
Lord of Glory, think you, commiſſionate that Man to inter- 
pret heavenly Myſteries to his Brethren? I trow not: For I 
certainly know, that thoſe that are ſent of God by an imme- 
diate Call or Voice from on high, are indued with an infal- 
lible Knowledge of God's Secret Counſels above all other Men 
in this World. You that are ſwift in ſpritual Cromprehenſions, 
conſider what I ſhall here write, and the Lord give you Un- 
derſtanding of the Truth of it. There is a two- fold Life and 
Death in all Mankind, either a Natural, or a Spiritual ; a Man 
may be in perfect Health upon a natural Account, and ſick 
unto Death upon a ſpiritual Account, at one and the ſame 
Time; ſo likewiſe of the contrary, a Man may be mortal! 
wounded upon a natural Account, and ſpiritually healed upon 
an immortal Account at one and the ſame Time allo. When 
all the ſpiritual Light or Life in the Elect enters into ſilent 
Death with the mortal Soul, in the twinkling of an Eye it 
quickens again into everlaſting Glory ; ſo likewiſe of the con- 
trary, when all that ſpiritual Darkneſs that dwells in the Re- 
probate ſhall enter into a natural Death with their mortal Souls, 
it ſhall quicken again in a Moment into an eternal ſpiritual 
Death, or Shame. Hence you may know, that the Mind of 
Chriſt in thoſe Words, was this, Fear ye not them which by 
divine Sufferance may kill both Soul and Body by a natural 
Death, but rather fear him that hath an abſolute Power in him- 
ſelf, to ſlay both Soul and Body with an eternal Death, by 
raiſing Men's Souls and Bodies again out of the Duſt of the 
Earth, into an un-dying glorious Life, or ſhameful ever-living 
Death; in the Name of the Lord, I ſay, fear him. 

AGAIN, if the Soul of Man be not capable of a temporal 
Death, as moſt Men vainly imagine, how then can it be made 
capable of an eternal Death? Surely, if it be not capable of the 
leſſer, it cannot poſſibly be made capable of the greater. I 
ſay therefore, that thoſe Men which know not the temporal 
and eternal Dying of the Souls of reprobate Men, cannot un- 
derſtand the ſpiritual and eternal Living of the Souls of 1 

en 
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Men made perfect. Moreover, is not Sin or Evil a Defect or 
Weakneſs of Nature? And is the Effect of this Defect any 
Thing elſe but Death itſelf? Yea, all Kind of Death for a Mo- 
ment, even to all Mankind. *Tis confeſt, that if the Spirit 
or Soul of the firſt Man, Adam, had been fo powerfully pure 
in its Creation, that it could not have been defiled by Sin or 
Evil, no Kind of Death then could have bad any Power over 
him in the leaſt ; but when once Sin entered into his undefiled 
Soul, with it nothing elſe but all Kind of Death unavoidably 
entered alſo. It 1s not written that the Body, but the Soul that 
{ins ſhall die, be put to Death, or cut off from the Land of the 
Living; wherefore, if any Man's Soul be ſo perfect, that it 
cannot be toucht with the leaſt Motion of Sin or Evil againſt 
God and Man, it is impoſſible then of any Capacity of Dying 
in the leaſt; ſo likewiſe, if there be no ſuch Man living, as I 
am very certain there is not, it is, as impoſſible alto, for any 
Soul to eſcape all Kind of Dying in the leaſt, as aforeſaid, 
Furthermore, is there any more than one Spirit or Soul in a 
Man? And doth not all rational Men that are ſober, confeſs 
a Change of this preſent Life? And is not that Life to come 
on the other Side of Death? How then can any living Soul 
enter into that Life co come, or be changed from what it is 
already in the leaſt, but by paſſing through the black Jaws of 
Death's Kingdom? Not that I look upon Death to be dread. 
ful alike unto all Men, for I am confident, that a full A ſſur- 
ance of an Enjoyment of the Glory to come, deſtroys the Sting 
of Sin, which occaſioneth the Fear of eternal Death where it 
prevaileth, by making the natural Dying of the Soul, as falling 
into a ſweet Sleep, unto that Spirit poſſeſſed with ſuch an 

Enjoyment. | 
AGAIN, there is a Saying of Solomon, that is taken for as 
pure a Truth as any in Holy Writ, that is a meer Stubling-block 
to moſt Men, through which their Underſtandings are fo 
blinded, that they have no Patience to hear any Thing that is 
contradiQtory to the antient Opinion of learned Men in thoſe 
Words; which is this: Then ſhall the Duſt return to the Earth 
as it was, aud the Spirit to God that gave it. Though Solomon 
was indued with natural Wiſdom, from whence he uttered 
many divine Sentences, to the excelling of all worldly Princes 
that 
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The &. 9171 1 Mortality proved. 7 
that ever ſhould come after him; yet I dare boldly affirm 
againſt all Men in this World, that thoſe Words of his pro- 
ceeded not from the ſpiritual Knowledge of God in him, but 
from his own carnal Reaſon : Why? Becauſe that in another 
Chapter of the ſame Book he ſaith 3 For that which befalleth the 
Sons of Men, befalleth the Beaſts, even one Thing befalleth them; 
as the one dieth, ſo dieth the other , they have all one Breath; 


fo that a Man hath no Preheminence above a Beaſt, Now if a 


Man at his Death hath no Preheminence above a Beaſt, why 
ſhould not the Spirit of the Beaſt return to God that gave it, 
as well as the Spirit of the Man ? But if Man's Spirit dieth not 
with its Body, but aſcendeth into Heaven, and the Spirit of 
the Beaſt, with its Body, deſcendeth into the Earth, and 
periſheth ; then as aforeſaid, ſurely a Man at his Death hath 
a Preheminence far above a Beaſt. Moreover, concerning the 
Spirit of Man and Beaſt, being alike in Death upon a natural 
Account, is unto my Underſtanding as pure a Truth as can 
be uttered ; yet I know, that many Times worldly Solomon's 
underſtand not the true Senſe of their own Sayings: Many 
Men there are which are mighty in natural Wiſdom of Words, 
but concerning a real Comprehenſion of ſpiritual Things, they 
are even as Weakneſs itſelf ; ſo likewiſe of the contrary, many 
Men there are which appear weak in natural E xpreflions, but 
are very powerful in ſpiritual Comprehenſions ; for the Wiſdom 
which is from on high conſiſts not in glittering Words, but 
in a right Underſtanding of glorious Things only. Further- 
more, ſince Man's Nature was polluted with Sin or Evil; 
there is no Diſtinction or Preheminence in Death between the 
Man and the Beaſt; for Man is become natural as the Beaſt, 
and wanting natural Food, continueth no more than the Braſt; 
and fo being ſubje& to natural Infirmities or Wants, as the 
Beaſt is, he entereth both Spirit and Body into the Duſt of the 
Earth with the Beaſt, until the Lord of all Life and Glory, 
according to Man's Faith in his infinite Power, doth grant 
thoſe Men a Preheminence above the Beaſt, by quickning their 
Spirits and Bodies again, out of the Grave of Death into ever- 
lalting Life, when the Beaſt remains in the Duſt for ever, for 
want of the Knowledge of ſpiricual Things, This Preheminence 
of Man's natural Dying, and ſpiritual Living again above 55 
Beaſt, 


8 The SouPs Mortality proved. 
Beaſt, which the ever-living God hath. revealed in me, I do 
not remember is mentioned in any of the Writings of Solomon. 
True Wiſdom is holy, or pure Innocency ; this is the Light 
or Life of heavenly Glory in Man. Now for this, Solomon 
himſelf wanted true Wiſdom, even in his old Age, according 
to that in the Firſt of Kings; For it came to paſs, when Solomon 
was old, that his Wives turned away his Heart after other Gods, 
and his Heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as was the 
Heart of David his Father, 
AGAIN, in the ſecond Epiſtle of St. Peter, it is thus written: 
Knowing this firſt, that no Propheſy of the Scripture is of any 
private Interpretation : For the Propheſy came not in old Times 
by the Will of Man, but holy Men of God ſpake as they were 
-moved by the Holy Spirit. And in the laſt Chapter of St. Luke, 
Chriſt ſpake thus; And he ſaid unto them, theſe are the Words 
which I ſpake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all Things 
muſt be fulfilled which were coritten in the Law of Moſes, and 
in the Prophets, and in the Pſalms, concerning me. Lou know 
the Glory of the Sun diſcovereth the ſmalleſt Mote; ſo like- 
wiſe, when Truth appears in its ſpiritual Brightneſs, it diſco- 
vers every Motion of carnal Darkneſs'in Man. Solomon indeed 
was a very wiſe Man, but I never read that he was a holy, or 
prophetical Man ; therefore, it doth not appear to me, that he 
was a Pen-man of Holy Writ. Moreover, when Chriſt the 
only God repeated the foreſaid Scriptures unto his Apoſtles, 
which he came in Fleſh to fulfill, he waveth the Writings of 
Solomon: When Chriſt alſo ſaid, A greater than Solomon is 
bere; he ſpake it in Reference to Solomon's Wiſdom, ſo a- 
dored by vain-glonous worldly Men, *Tis as if Chriſt ſhould 
have ſaid, a Wiſdom of a more eminent and glorious Concern- 
ment preſents itſelf to your View; but becauſe it appears not 
decked with Solomon's natural Jewels, therefore rejected by 
you. Furthermore, if the Wiſdom of Solomon, and the Wil- 
dom of Chriſt, had been of one Nature, would the Kings of 
the Earth, think you, have embrac'd the one, and deſpiſed 
the other? Alſo, if Solomon's Wiſdom' had been ſpiritual, or 
prophetica], in relation to his God becoming a Body of Fleſh, 
[ verily believe, that both Chriſt and his Apoſtles wquld have 
alluded to his Writings above all other Men. Furthermore, 
oy why 
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> , The Souls Mor tali. 'y proved. 9 
3 why did Chriſt ſay, that the Queen of Sheba ſhould riſe up in 


* Judgment againſt that Generation, and condemn it? Becauſe 
4 ſhe went from the utmoſt Parts of the Earth, to hear the Wiſ- 
eye: dom of Solomon, which was but natural; and behold they deſpi- 
* ſed to go over the Door-threſhold to hear the Wiſdom of God 
in him, which, was ſpiritual, | 
: AGAIN, you may know that the Wiſdom of Solomon was 
7 but natural: Why? Becauſe the greateſt Deſpiſers in this World 
of the Lord Jeſus, and his heavenly Wiſdom, do embrace the 
Wiſdom of Solomon, even as eternal Life itſclf; for altho' So- 
lomon was indued with ſuch a large Meaſure of Wiſdom, as to 
find out any difficult Cauſe, and to give righteous Judgment 
concerning it, and to ſpeak a Language above all other Princes, 
and to find out the Secrets of Nature above all other Men, yet 
you may know his Wiſdom was but earthly : Why? Becauſe 
his Spirit was overcome by heatheniſh Women, to forget the 
Living God, and to worſhip the dead Idols of Men's Imagi- 
nation, who were made to own the Wiſdom of Solomon far above 
their own, until he was deceived by the carnal Beauties of his 
natural Wives. Moreover, you may know, that heavenly 
| Wiſdom ſhews a Man the Vanity of all Things, though he be 
. always temperate in all Things; wherefore, it the Wiſdom of 
y Solomon. had been ſpiritual,, he might alſo have known the Va- 
: nity of all Things, without an Exceſs, Union, or Communion 
- with them; for though a Man (through old Age) become ne- 
ver ſo weak in his Body, yet whilſt his natural Senſe or Reaſon 
remaineth, if his Wiſdam be ſpiritual, it will appear more 
y {tronger in him to withſtand all carnal Temptations, than in 
4 his Youth; not only becauſe Youth luſteth after carnal Plea- 
1 ſures, but alſo becauſe divine Wiſdom is of an eternal growing 
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Nature, according to that in the Laſt of Malachi, where it is 
thus written, But unto you that fear my Name, ſhall the Son of 
Righteouſneſs ariſe with Healing in his Wings; and ye ſhall go 
forth, and grow up as Calves of the Stall, Wherefore, if the 
Wiſdom of Solomon had been of that ſpiritual Perfection, or 
Sincerity of Soul towards the Creator, as his Father David's was, 
then he would have been more ſpiritual and obedient to the God 
of all ſpiritual and temporal Gifts than ever David was : Why ? 
Becauſe the Lord bid ny aſk, what he ſhould give him, 
x | and 
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and granted him his Deſire, and more than he deſired ; the 
which Thing. was never offered unto David, but the contrary 
altogether, as in that by chooſing which Puniſhment the Lord 
ſhould lay upon him in his eternal Eſtate in the leaſt 3 bur I 
only diſtinguiſh between the Creator's natural Gifts, and his ſpi- 
ritual Gifts, to ſhew the tranſcendent Excellency of the one 
above the other, and to diſcover the Vanity and atheiſtical 
Madneſs of Men's Spirits in all Ages, in exalting the natural 
Wiſdom of a ſinful Solomon, above the ſpritual Wiſdom of a 
glorious God, or Chriſt, from whence alone all good and per- 
tea Gifts proceed. 

AGAIN, in the next Place, I ſhall return to the Point in 
hand. When the Body of Man dieth, and returns to its Duſt, 
moſt Men do vainly imagine, that the Caufe of it is by the de- 

rting of the breathing Soul out of the Body: Now there is as 
great a Miſtake among wiſe Men, about the Soul's ſeparating 
itteif, or being ſeparated from its Body in Death, as in any one 
Thing in this World; wherefore if thoſe that ſhall view this 
Writing, are preſerved from deſpiſing the Wiſdom of God in 
a Veſſel of no Account among the Sons of Solomon, they may 
come to underſtand ſuch Secrets as are utterly hid from them: 
Give me Leave to write ſomewhat of the natural Living of the 
Soul in the Body of Man, for our better underſtanding of its 
natural dying in, or with the Body. So long as Man's mortal 
Spirit hath Egreſs and Regreſs, freely to motion, and breathe 
through its Body, it liveth; but when the Soul comes to die, 
it is ſhut cloſe Priſoner in its Body from all Kind of Motion or 
breathing to and fro, as formerly. Moreover, tho' the mo- 
tional Part of the Soul fwiftly ſends forth its Thoughts, to wan- 
der into the Heights and Depths of all Things, that it might 
comprehend all that may be known, yet I would have you 
know, that the fenſible Life of it centers only in its own Body : 
So that tho? the Nature of the Soul be all Kind of living Mo- 
tion, yet it is ſo eſſentially one with its Body, being both pro- 
duced together by natural Generation, that it is utterly inca- 
pable of any Kind of Life without it. Thus the Soul is fixed 
to the Body, as the Sun is fixed to the Firmament ; and as the 
Sun 1s ſwift of Courſe, and naturally motioneth through the 
whole Heavens and the Earth; yet continueth in its firmamental 
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Body; ſo likewiſe, the Soul alſo being ſwift in its Courſe, and 
in Peace, naturally motioneth into the Heavens above, or into 
the Earth beneath, ſolacing itſelf with ſeveral Contemplations, 
yet it continueth in its own elementary Body only, ſo long as 
it hath any living Being: Some Men being more nice than wiſe, 
would fain have a Man preſent a Soul into their Hand, like un- 
to a Bird, that they may comprehend it by viſible Sight; but 
Men indued with true Wiſdom, make no ſuch fooliſh Que- 
ries: Why? I&cauſe they know it is contrary to the very Na- 
ture of a Spirit or Soul to be viſible, but inviſible only; and 
they alſo know, that the outward Eye ſeeth no more than 
the Hand or the Foot, were it not for its viſible Life or Soul 
that looketh through the Bale of the Eye. Thus you that are 
ſpiritual may ſee, that there is no Kind of viſible Light or 
Sight in tc leaſt, but the Original of it is always inviſible : 
Furthermore, there are many Thouſands of People do vainly 
imagine, that there is ſuch an eſſential Oneneſs between the 
Spirit of God, and their own Spirit, that inſtead of knowing 
themſelves to be but mortal Creatures, and mult die, they 
groſly flatter themſelves with a fooliſh Conceit, that they are 
in an immortal State already, and cannot ſee Death : Hence it 
is, that many of theſe Men are wholly given up to live beneath 
the very brute Beaſts, oftentimes deſtroying their own Bodies 
by unnatural Actions; and not only ſo, but from hence allo, 
they act alli Manner of Cruelty one towards another; for what 
do theſe Men commonly ſay of the Body of Man? Oh! ſay 
they, it is but a natural Form, or Caſe of Clay, thac returns 
to its earthly Center for ever, from whence it came; bat ſay 
they, there is a pure Spirit in it, which is the Life of God, 
that cannot die, but returns into the ſpiritual Center of Eter- 
nity from whence it came. 

AGAIN, though the princely Part of the Soul remain in 
the Head and Heart of the Man, yet you know, if the Body be 
perfect, it hath Life in every Part of it. Now, if the Body 
be under ſome extream Pain, is not all the Light or Life in 
Man ſenſible of it? Yea, doth it not participate of that very 
Miſery, by being reſtleſs throughout, until the Extremity of 
its Pains be over? If it be fo, as I am certain it is, what then 
1s there in Man that can poſſibly eſcape Death, when the Body 
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returns to its Duſt? For if Men were rightly informed, or 
were made willing to underſtand the Truth when they hear it, 
they would know then, that there is no ſpiritual Light, Life, 
or divine Nature abiding in them, that 1s capable of eternal 
Life or Glory in the leaſt, but by an entring firſt into a natural 
Death: Why? Becauſe as beforeſaid, there is no Kind of 
Light or Life within, that is, or can be ſenſible of the Know- 
ledge of God, Men, Angels, themſelves, or any elſe, but 
within their own Bodies only. Moreover, though the Creator 
influentially liveth in all the Spirits of his redeemed Ones, yet 
you may know, that neither Men nor Angels are capable of 
retaining his Godhead Spirit; but that ever-bleſſed Body of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and becauſe it is infinite, therefore you 
ſhall find it written in the Philippians thus, For in him dwelleth 
all the Pullneſs of the God-head bodily : Wherefore, ſeeing the 
Creator's Fullneſs, or divine Infiniteneſs, centers itſelf only in 
the Man Chriſt Jeſus glorified, why ſhould finful Souls dream 
of enjoying an eternal tmmortality with the Lord of Glory in 
his heavenly Kingdom, before they have tafted of mortal Death, 
as he did? Oh! how fain would helpleſs Souls enter into the 
Creator's Throne before the Seafon thereof, or in a new- found 
Way of their own imagining, which the divine Majeſty knew 
not of; for had he known any other Way to glorify himſelf in 
the Salvation of his Elect, but by dying, he would gladly have 
embraced the Apoſtle Peter's Counſel, when he ſaid unto him, 
Maſter, ſpare thyſelf. Furthermore, though it be ſaid, that 
the Heavens, nor the Heaven of Heavens, cannot contain the 
Lord, yet you may know, that thoſe Words were not ſpoken in 
relation to his divine Quantity, but in reference to his glorious 
Quality only; for it being the Nature of his Spirit eternally 
to increaſe in all Manner of ſpiritual Excellencies, the Vertue, 
Power, or Glory of them, naturally fpreadeth itſelf through all 
the Heavens, Angels and Men, as it pleaſeth him. Here, 
you that have Eyes, may ſee, that there is a vaſt Difference 
between Men's Underſtandings, concerning the ever- living in- 
finite Creator, and ever-dying finite Creatures: Hence you 
may know alſo, that as the Soul and Body of Man is but one 
diſtinct living, or rather dying Form, till the all- quickning 
Power of Life raiſes him from the Grave of dead Duſt, into a 
: perſonal 
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perſonal Life of everlaſting Glory again; fo likewife the ſpiri- 
-tual Soul and Body of the Man Chrift Jeſus, now fitting upon 
the Throne of his Glory, is that one diſtinét ever-ltving 
.God-man, even blefſed unto all Eternity. 

AGAIN, Though many Men imagine they have two 
Spirits in them, diſtinct from one another, becauſe of a two- 
fold Contradiction in Man, yet you may know, they are ſo 
united in Man's Body, that they make but one abſolute Spirit, 
Soul or Life, and no more. What are theſe two diſtinct 
Spirits in the Body of Man ſo much ſpoken of? Are they any 
Thing elſe, but as it were two Sparks of Fire, talking unto 
each other in a ſtill or low Voice, ſo that no Creature can truly 
know what they talk of in the leaſt, but the Creator only? 
Now, when thele fiery Sparks are moved, to declare themſelves 
by Voice of Words, to the hearing of others, are they not 
compelled to do it, through one fleſhy Tongue only? More- 
over, though theſe fiery Sparks are of two diſtinct Natures, the 
one rational, and the other ſpiritual, yet you fee here, that 
without a Tongue of Fleſh, neither of them can vocally utter 
Words, no more than the Stones in the Street. Moreover, 
ſeeing that divine Spark in Man, which is of an aſcending, 
glorious Property, hath no other Way to utter Words, but 
through a Tongue of Fleſh, no more than the natural Spark, 
and is alſo glad when it can receive more heavenly Light into 
its natural Body, to ſolace itſelf withal : What ſober Man 
living therefore, can imagine, or think, where this divine Spark 


can be capable to enjoy any Light or Life, ſenſible Voice, or 


Speech, but in its own Body it only then poſſeſſeth, until with 
its natural Body, it enters into Death, and quickens again into 
a ſpiritual Body of everlaſting Life and Glory, like unto God 
himſelf, ſeated on a Throne of eternal Infiniteneſs. Further- 


more, is this divine Light in Man's mortal Soul any Thing 


elſe but a meer Witneſs of Things, to be enjoyed in another 
Life, that a Man is incapable of, to enjoy in this Body in the 
leaſt? Now, when thou enjoyeſt this Witneſs of God within 
thee, is there not an eternal infinite Witneſs at the ſame Time, 
living in its own glorious Center without thee ? Now, if there 
be an eternal ſpiritual Witneſs living without thee that is in- 


finite, as without all Controverſy there is; then, though that 
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Witneſs which is within thee, be of the very ſame Nature, it 
mult needs enter into Death, unleſs thou canit prove, that that 
Witneſs which is within thee, to be as infinite, as that which is 
without thee; the which I am very certain thou canit not: 
Why? Becauſe in the Midſt of thy natural or ſpiritual Life, 
ſudden Death may ſeize upon thee throughout, and thou not 
know from whence it came, what thou waſt, nor where thou 
art, even in a Moment, no mcre than the Duſt under thy 


Feet. 


AGAIN, If thou didſt fore-know, that thy Spirit or Soul 
is uncapable of dying, why then wilt thou ſuffer thyſelf to- be 
overtaken with ſudden Death? Or, why art thou ſo fooliſh 
to ſuffer thyſelf to be overtopt by Death, or any Kind of Mi- 
ſery in the leaſt? Nay, how is it poſſible for an infinite Majeſty 
itſelf to compel a Creature to ſuffer any Kind of Death at all, 
if that Perſon is poſſeſſed with an ever-living Spirit? More- 
over, ſeeing it is as clear as the pureſt Light, that no Man 
living would ſuffer any Kind of Pain in the leaſt, if he could 
poſſibly avoid it; and yet many innocent Souls do exceedingly 
ſuffer, both upon a natural and ſpiritual Account alſo: Wh 
then ſhould Men that are zealous for a God, exalt themſelves 
into his eternal Throne, knowing themſelves at beſt to be but 

riſhing Vanities, whilſt they remain in theſe Bodies of Clay ? 
— if Men were truly acquainted with the Spirit of 
the Scriptures, they would know then, that it is contrary to all 
ſober Senſe or Reaſon whatſoever, that the Spirit, Soul, or 
Life of Mankind, ſhould be capable to enter into a living 
Paradiſe, Heaven, or Glory, without its Body : Why, Becauſe, 
according to the Truth of Holy Writ, neither the Prophet 
Elijah, no, nor the Lord of Glory himſelf, aſcended into the 
Kingdom of everlaſting Glory, without their Bodies, 

AGAIN, What is the Ground of Men's Ignorance of the 
Mortality of their Souls? Is it not for want of a Knowledge of 
their Non-Being, or Beginning? For if Men knew their ſinful 
Souls and Bodies had their Beginning together from Man's 
Nature, which is but Duſt; then would they alſo know, they muſt 
wholly return into their Duſt again, and ſo have an End until 
the laſt Day. Moreover, you know, that before a Creature 
appears into a bodily Form, it is incapable of any ſenſible 
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Light or Life in the leaſt, either to itſelf, or to any other Man; 
ſo likewiſe you may know, it is as impoſſible, that that Crea- 
ture ſhould be ſenſible of any Light or Life, when its Body 
returns to its Earth, any more than it was before it became a 
living Form, as beforeſaid. Furthermore, though in the 
Beginning, out of an eternal Chaos of confuſed Matter, God 
created all Things that were made into Life and Form by Ver- 
tue of his Word-ſpeaking only; yet you may know, that ſince 
the Nature or Soul of Man was polluted with Sin or Evil, not 
only Beaſts, Fowls, Fiſhes, and all created Things, produce 
one another into a formable Life only by natural Generation ; 
but the ſinful Souls and Bodies of Mankind are alſo generated 
one from another : Hence you may underftand thus much, that 
is to ſay, that the Soul of Man in its Conception, proceeds 
not by Infuſion from the Spirit of God, no more than the 
Spirit of the Beaſt, whatſoever Men vainly have imagined to 
the contrary. In the Law of Moſes, you may find it thus 
written, All the Souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, which 
came out of his Loins, were threeſcore and ſix, according to the 
Truth of Holy Writ. Whence is it then, that natural wiſe 
Men, contrary to all ſober Senſe or Reaſon, ſhould imagine, 
or think, that mortal Bodies ſhould be poſſeſſed with immortal 
Spirits or Souls, which cannot diez nay, is it not for want of 
a real Underſtanding of the immortal Creator, that Men are 
ſo ignorant of their own Mortality? 
AGAIN, It the Spirit of the Creator, and the Spirit of the 
Creature, ſhould be ſo eſſentially united, that they are become 
but one ever-living Life, as many atheiſtical Men in this Age 
do vainly imagine, what Difference would there be then, be- 
tween the glorious Creator, and the vaniſhing Creatures? Nay, 
what Effects hath this curſed Opinion brought forth among 
Thouſands of Men and Women within theſe twenty Years, 
but a glorying in carnal Community, or unnatural Filthineſs 
one towards another, in an utter Defiance of any other God, 
but periſhing Nature only? Hence alſo it is, that theſe Men 
and Women, or rather Devils incarnate, ſay unto one another, 
that there is no other God, but their own inviſible Spirits which 
never dies, but parteth out of one Form into another, from one 
Generation to another, eyen to all Eternity ; Moreover, If you 
5 would 
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would gladly be preſerved: from the Error of wicked Men, 
know then, that as the Soul and Body of Man is but one living 
Perſon, diſtinct from all other Creatures; ſo likewiſe the Spi- 
rit and. Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is both God and Man, 
in one mazeſtical Perſon, diſtinct from Men or Angels, as 
beforeſaid : Furthermore, if the bleſſed Creator be a glorify'd 
Perſon, in Form like a Man, diſtinct from all Things and 
Places, as tis clear he is, how is it poſſible then for the Spirit 
of the Creator, and the Soul of the Creature, to be but one 
eſſential Life, ſeeing they are two diſtinct Perſons? For if the 
Soul of Man, and the Spirit of God, are but one living Life, 
whence is it then, that the Souls of ſome Men, yea, oftentimes 
of Men, of rare natural Parts, not only in their Life-time, 
through ſpiritual or rational Agonies, do curſe and blaſpheme 
the Creator; but in their Death alſo, oftentimes cry out, They 
are eternally damned, not enduring to. hear the Name of the 
moſt holy God made mention of in the leaſt? Finally, if Men's 
Spirits or Souls be ſo divine, that they are not capable of dying, 
or of being put to Death, I wonder that they make no Uſe of 
their immortal Power, either by preventing of natural Pain, 
Diſeaſes, or Death to their Perſons, ſeeing no Man hates his 
own Fleſh, but loves it and cheriſheth it; or elſe by reſiſting 
whatſoever is not pleaſant to them. 

AGAIN, If Men have no Power in them, to prevent 
bodily Sorrows, or to relieve their natural Afflictions, when 
they ſtand in moſt need of Help, why then ſhould any ſober 
Man imagine, or think, that ſuch helpleſs Souls as we are, 
ſhould be immortal, and cannot die? But ſome Men may ſay 
unto me, if the Souls or Spirits of Mankind in general, be in 
a mortal or imperfect Condition, and muſt die, what Perfection 
is that ſpoken of by Chriſt and his Apoſtles in Holy Writ, 
Be ye perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect, and ſuch-like, 
from a divine Gift, given me to reveal Secrets. To this I 
anſwer, There is a two-fold ſpiritual Perfection belonging to 
the redeemed of the Lord; as namely, there is a Perfection of 
Grace attainable unto in this Life, and there is a Perfection of 
Glory, which is only attainable in the Life to come. More- 
over, though the natural Body of an ele& Veſſel, may be ca- 
pable to enjoy never ſo much divine Light, Life, or Perfection 
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in him, for Conſolation and Satisfaction to its own Soul, and 
for a further Confirmation unto thoſe that ſhall poſicſs tlie ſame 
Light in them; yet you may know it is a glorified Body only, 
that is capable of a full Enjoyment of divine Glories, which are 
eternal in the Life to come: I would have no Man therefore 
imagine, or think, that I dream of enjoying ſuch a Perfection 
in this Body, as to the rooting out of all Sin and Evil in Man 
whatſoever, as many Men would vainly imagine; but the Per- 
fection I treat of is this; that is to ſay, When a Soul is poſſeſt 
with ſuch a Meaſure of the Light of Life eternal in him, that 
it is thereby enabled to ſtand ſtill, and to ſee the Salvation of 
God in its own Soul, flowing from a Fountain of perſonal 
Glories without him, and not from a formleſs Chriſt, or God, 
within Men only, as many Men in theſe our Days, both igno- 
rantly and impudently affirm. Furthermore, you may know, 
that a principal Degree of the Perfection here treated of is this 
that is to ſay, When the Glory of eternal Life, and the Shame 
of everlaſting Death, are in their proper Natures ſo really made 
known to a Soul, that in relation to Profit or Pleaſure, inward 
Temptations, or outward Perſecutions for Conſcience-Sake, it 
1s unmoveable like unto God himſelf, | 
AGAIN, A Man may be ſaid to be perfect in a Meaſure, 


according to the Scripture, when he ſhall knowingly glory in 


his God, that accounts him worthy to wear a Crown of Thorns 
in this Life, as a heavenly Pledge of a Crown of Glory in the 
Life to come, as proceeding from the Eternity of his free Love. 
Another Scripture-Perfection in this Life is this; when a Soul 
enjoys ſuch a heavenly Wiſdom in him, as not to give Judg- 
ment upon any ſpiritual Thing that is ſpoken, until the Thing 
fpoken of be ſo clear in his Underſtanding, that he has no 
Occaſion of After-Repentance in himſelf for ever. Another 
Degree of Scripture-Perfection is this, When a Soul poſſeſſeth 
ſuch a Meaſure of divine Love both to God and Man, that the 
Hope of eternal Glory deſtroyeth all Fear of everlaſting Ven- 
geance in him; it may be ſaid to enjoy Perfection in it, accord- 
ing to the Scriptures. Moreover, when a Man certainly knows 


chat he hath received an immediate Commiſſion from the Living 


God, to declare divine Secrets, and alſo knoweth that the prin- 
cipal End of all his Speakings or Writings proceeds only from 
D | a Spirit 
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a Spirit of pure Love in him to his elect Brethren; ſuch a Soul 
as this hath attained to Scripture-Perfection, as aforeſaid : Fur- 
thermore, that Soul which from infallible Grounds is enabled 
truly to diſtinguiſh between the Knowledge of the State of Grace 


in this Life, and the State of Glory in that Life to come, from 


the Light of Life eternal ; I pronounce ſuch a Man as this per- 
ſect, according to the Sayings of Holy Writ: But if a Man 


ſhall pretend to comprehend a ſpiritual Perfection in this Life 


and a glorious Perfection in this Life, and a glorious Perfection 
in that Liſe to come, from no other God, nor Chriſt, but what 
is within him only; I ſay, that ſuch a Man as this, through 
oroſs Ignorance, doth in Effect ſay, there is no other God be- 
ſides himſelf, but periſhing Nature only, whatſoever he ſhall 
pretend to the contrary, by glittering Words or Actions. 
AGAIN, If Man's Soul be mortal, and muſt die with its 
Body, and ſo become ſilent Duſt till the End of all Time, the 
Query may be by ſome, Of what Concernment is this Scripture- 
Perfection to any Man in this Life? To this I anſwer, To that 
Man which enjoyns it, it will be very advantageous, both in 
Life and in Death, and in that Life to come: In this Life, 
becauſe by it the Man is ſtrengthened, patiently and peaceably 
to endure all Kind of Afflictions and Perſecutions for Right- 
couſneſs-Sake whatſoever: In Death, becauſe it makes the Soul 
willing to die, from a perfect Aſſurance of being raiſed again 
out of its dead Duſt, into a never-dying glorious Life at the 
laſt Day, by the all-powerful Word of an ever-living Jeſus, 
that moſt high and mighty God now ſat down in the Midſt of 
his eternal Throne; becauſe, the more perfect we are in the 
Underſtanding of divine Myſteries in this Life, the more God- 
like glorious ſhall we be in the Life to come for everlaſting ; 
tor according to the Meaſure of Grace and Knowledge of God 
attained to in this mortal Body, ſo ſhall the Meaſure of Glory 
be in our immortal Bodies, which we ſhall enjoy in the Life to 


come. Moreover, this Scripture-Perfection is of great Con- 


cernment for a ſpiritual Confirmation to all thoſe that ſhall enjoy 
the ſame Light, unto Life eternal. Beſides all this, it is of Con- 
cerninent allo, becauſe it will be a dreadful Witneſs in the 
Souls and Bodies of all thoſe which were left to deſpiſe this ex- 
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cellent Truth of the Soul's Mortality, when it preſented itſelf 
unto them with ſuch an open Face as is here inſerted. 
AGAIN, whilſt Men remain ignorant of the Soul's Mor- 
tality, how can they know the principal Ground of any fpiritual 
Truth: When a wiſe and ſkiltul Huſbandman ſoweth his Seed 
in the Earth, whether it be that of Wheat, or any other Grain, 
doth he not firſt look for a Diſſolution of its preſent Lite, before 
he expects it capable to quicken itſelf into a mort profitable 
living Being? Moreover, ſeeing Chriſt and his Apoſtles make 
uſe of the W heat-Corn principally, or only for the ſetting forth 
of the Soul's Mortality, as you may find it written in the Twelfth 
of St. John, and in the 15th Chapter of the Firſt Epiſtle of 
the Corinthians: What is it then, but the Depth of carnal 
Ignorance, that moſt Men lye under, fooliſhly to conceive their 
Souls to be immortal in mortal Bodies? For if Men (in the 
leaſt) did underſtand the Nature of the immortal Spirit, they 
would then eaſily know the Mortality of their own Spirits: 
W hat is the Nature of an immortal Spirit? The Nature of it s 
a fiery ſpiritual Glory; inſomuch, that in what Body ſoever it 
inhabiteth, it immediately conſumes it to Aſhes, or rather 
makes it to ſhine more glorious than the Sun in his Strength; 
And his Face ſhone like the Sun in his Strength, Rev. i. Aud 
when Chriſt, which is our Life, ſhall appear, then ſhall we alſo 
appear with him in Glory: Furthermore, you know the Scrip- 
ture makes mention of two diſtin Bodies, and of their ſeve- 
ral Habitations; as namely, an earthly and a heavenly, a natu- 
ral and a ſpiritual, or a mortal and an immortal; as for the 
natural Body, is it not of this Side of Death? And is not the 
ſpiritual or glorify*d Body on the other Side of Death? Finally, 
as a ſpiritual Body ſuits only with an immortal Spirit; ſo like- 
wiſe, a natural Body ſuits only with a mortal Soul; unleſs the 
Body therefore were immortal, why ſhouldeſt thou imagine 
thy Soul immortal? What is the Reaſon that any Kind of 
Bodies ſhould” be uncapable of Mortality? Is it not through the 
Immortality of its Spirit? So likewiſe, what is the Cauſe of 
Man's Body being mortal, but the Mortality of its Spirit ? 
AGAIN, Is a natural Body any Thing elſe but a Lump 
of dying Corruption, though 5 be never ſo compleat in Form 
| 2 and 
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and perfect Health? So likewiſe of the contrary, is a ſpiritual 
Body any Thing elſe but a perfect Lump of incorruptible 
Glory? *Tis granted, that if the Soul of Man were ſo ſpiritual 
that it could preſerve its Body in perfect Life and Health with- 
out natural Food, there would need no more Diſpute concern- 
ing this Point; but ſeeing not only the Body, but the Soul alſo 
is in a languiſhing Condition, when no natural Food is to be 
had, why then ſhould any wiſe Man count me a Fool, for a 
ſober reaſoning forth the Mortality of the Soul, ſeeing accord- 
ing to the Truth of Holy Writ, it is both natural and finful ? 
Moreover, though the Scriptures make mention of a natural 
and a ſpiritual Body, yet I never read of any eſſential Oneneſs 
between them in the leaſt, neither in relation to their Natures 
nor Places; but of the contrary, according to ſpiritual Truth, 
I find a vaſt Diſproportion between them; for as Man's natural 
Body is utterly uncapable to enter into the Kingdom of eternal 
Glory, but only through Death; ſo likewiſe, no ſpiritual Body, 
in the Throne of Eternity, is capable to live in a natural Way, 
unleſs it be changed, or change itſelf by a Kind of dying from 
its eternal Spirituality. It is written, Behold, I ſhew you a ſecret 
Thing, we ſhall not all fleep, but we ſhall all be changed in a 
Moment, in the twinkling of an Eye. My beloved ſpiritual 
Brethren, how ſuitable is this ſecret 'Thing*ſpoken of by the 
Apoſtle Paul, to the Myſtery in Hand, if the Lord Jeſus will 
be pleaſed to clear it up to your Underſtandings ? 
AGAIN, In the next Place, I ſhall treat of the Word 


Sleeping: There is a two-fold Sleep in all Mankind; there is 


a Sleep of Life, and a Sleep of Death. Firſt, I ſhall write of 
the Sleep of Life, for your better underſtanding of the Sleep 
of Death, I ſpeak to ſober Men: When a poor Creature is 
almoſt weary of his Life for want of Reſt, what is that in him 
that deſireth after Sleep for Relief to the whole Man? Is it his 
Body, or his Soul? If it be his Soul, as none can deny that are 
Ipiritually wife, it is not the Body then, but the Soul only 
that is capable of deſiring after Sleep; you know, the Soul is 
the ſenſible Life of the Body; and whilſt that Life ſenſibly 
operateth in the Body, no Man can poſſibly ſleep in the leaſt; 
but of the contrary, when a Man falls into a ſweet and ſilent 
Sleep, it is through the departing of the ſenſible Life out of his 
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Memory for that Seaſon; ſo that though the Body of Man 
cannot ſubſiſt, unleſs it enjoys ſome Reſt through Sleep, yet 
you may know, that the original Cauſe of waking or ſleeping 
proceeds only from the Senſibleneſs or Inſenſiblenels of the Soul. 
Moreover, if it be the Soul only that deſires after Sleep, ſome 
Men may ſay unto me, when the Soul of Samuel converſed 
with the Lord by a Viſion in his Sleep, was it not ſenſible of 
what it received from the Lord, ſeeing he delivered his Sayings 
ſo exactly to old EH? How then can it be properly ſaid, that 
the Soul of Samuel was alleep at that Time, when it talked with 
the Lord? To this ſuitable Query, take this following Anſwer : 
A Man's Soul may be in a Sleep upon a natural Account, and 
yet may be perfectly awaked upon a ſpiritual Account, at one 
and the ſame Time. Give me leave to write a little of mine 
own Experience, which I have received from the Lord; it is 
impoſſible for any Man, by his Senſe or Reaſon, to be capable 
at the firſt Hand to comprehend any Thing that is ſpiritual ; 


nay, it is that deadly Enemy tha: is ever warring againſt the 


pure Truth, in all the Elect of God; yet Millions of Souls 
there are, which through deep Darkneſs do adore this Hell- 
hound as their only God, to their eternal Condemnation, thro? 
the ſecret Decree of an infinite Wiſdom. Furthermore, if 
there were never ſo little of the divine Light in all Mankind, 


as ſome Men vainly imagine there is; I ſay from the Lord, it 


was impoſſible then for any Man to periſh upon a ſpiritual 
Account in this Life, or in that to come: Hence you that are 
ſpiritual may comprehend this Secret, that is to ſay, though 
all Mankind, through Mixture of Seeds, are generated by carnal 
Copulation, yet there is a certain Number of them that are only 
capable of receiving of the Light and Life of the Glory to 
come; Wherefore, though a Man outwardly appears never ſo 
pure in Expreſſions, and juſt in his Actions, yet if he ſhall own 
no other God, Chriſt, or Glory to come, but what is within 
him only, or what he is capable to enjoy in this preſent Body, 
all the Light that this Man as yet poſſeſſeth is nothing elſe bur 
the Depth of carnal Darkneſs. F the Light that is in thee be 

Darkneſs, how great is that Darkneſs, ſaith Chriſt ? 
AGAIN, In anſwer to this of Samuel, I ſhall endeavour 
all Plainneſs of Speech, yet I am doubtful it will remain as a 
; | | Paradox, 


> 
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Paradox, to almoſt all Men that ſhall ſee it: When the Viſion 
appeared unto Samuel, all that was in him was faſt aſleep; now 
that which awoke in Samuel to enjoy Communion with che 
Lord, was not his natural Senſe or Reaſon in the leaſt, but it 
was a ſpiritual Light in him, which formerly he received from 
that viſional Glory then appearing to him, or in him; hence 
the Saints may come to underſtand this Secret, that all heavenly 
Viſions and Revelations belong only to the Lord's redeemed 
Ones. Moreover, though a Man be perfectly awaked, yet if 
he be unſenſible of his own Thoughts for that Seaſon, he may 
be looked upon as faſt afleep ; ſo likewiſe it is when a ſpiritual 
Viſion appears to a Man; for whether the Man's Soul be aſleep 
or awake, the Glory of the Viſion converts all the natural Senſes 
into a Kind of Senſeleſſneſs for a Seaſon, that it may commu- 
nicate its divine Pleaſure to that which is only capable to com- 
prehend it, as beforeſaid : Furthermore, I am ſo far from de- 
nying a ſober Uſe of Reaſon in its proper Place, that I acknow- 
ledge it an admirable Inſtrument for illuſtrating the Things of 
God to rational Men, ſo that it be truly ſeaſoned with the 
heavenly Viſions of everlaſting Life : But of the contrary, 
from an unerring Spirit, I confidently affirm, that the Things 
of God are not capable to be comprehended by the moſt pureſt 
Reaſon in the A 
tranſcendent Excellency ; ſecretly flowing into their rational 
Spirits from an incomprehenſible Glory. | 
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in Sleep: I ſhall not ſpeak much of it, becaaſe the Oc- 
caſions of dreaming may be as numerous as the Dreams them- 
ſelves. Some there are, that put ſuch Confidence in their 
Dreams, becauſe ſometimes, or often, they partly prove true, 
that through a fantaſtical Opinion of the Truth of their 
Dreams, they vainly adore them as a divine Oracle. Indeed, 
in the Time of the Law, dreaming of marvellous Things were 
of great Concernment, not only becauſe the Lord himſelf did 
often appear in Dreams and Viſions of the Night to his Pro- 
phets, but alſo becauſe ſome of his Servants had the Gift of a 
true Interpretation of them in their Times, concerning Things 
to come; as namely, Joſeph, Daniel, and others; but it is not 
ſo now; therefore Dreams are of no Value unto us, as to put 
the leaſt Confidence in them? Why? Becauſe we know, that 
inſtead of Dreams or Viſions in the Night, or prelatical 
Charms, God himſelf is the alone Teacher of his Elect only, 
by the immediate Inſpirations of his moſt Holy Spirit. More- 
over, what Dreams ſoever appears to Men in Sleep occaſions no 
Marvel to me in the leaſt: Why? Becauſe I know that the 
Spirit of Man (both ſleeping and waking) is nothing elſe but 
all Kind of imaginary lying Dreams, and carnal Wonders, 
unleſs it be truly ſenſible of what it ſaith and doth. If the Soul 
of Man be but as a periſhing Dream, unleſs it be eſtabliſhed 
with a right Underſtanding in ſome Meaſure, of glorious 
Things which are eternal, how then can any Man truly ſay that 
his Soul, and all that is in him, is not faſt aſleep, when a 
Dream, whether true or falſe, ſhall ſo take away the Uſe of his 
Senſes ? So that while the Dream is in Force, another Man 
that is awake may wound him, or kill him, and he know no- 
thing of the Matter, for Want of the Uſe of his Senſes. Thus 
you that are ſpiritual may clearly ſee, that though the Body of 
Man is in Part ſtrengthened through natural Sleep, and with- 
out it cannot continue, yet it is the Soul only that is capable of 
Sleep, or Deſire after it, for the Comfort of the whole Men, 
. nn 7 43 . — 7 we 3 ut 
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24 Of the Soul's ſleeping in the Duſt, 
But paſſing by natural ſleeping or dreaming in this Body of 
Fleſh, I ſhall come to the true Intent of the Apoſtle's Saying, 


We ſhall not all fleep, &c. 
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Of the Soul's ſleeping in the Du/t. 


| G AIN, What was this Sleep that all muſt not taſte of, 
ſpoken of by Paul ? Truly, it was nothing elſe but the 
Sleep of the Soul under Death's Power in the Grave, or a 
ſilent ſleeping of the Soul and Body together, in the Duſt of 
the Earth, till the End of all Time, according to that in the 
laſt Chapter of Daniel, where you may find it thus written: 
And many of them that ſleep in the Duſt of the Earth ſball awake, 
fome to everlaſting Life, and ſome to Shame and perpetual Con- 
tempt. In the 4th Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle to the The/a- 
lonians, it is thus written: I would not, Brethren, have you igno- 
rant concerning them-which are aſleep ; for if we believe that Je- 
ſus is dead, and is riſen, even ſo them which ſleep in Jeſus will 
God bring with him, For this ſay we unto you by the Ward 
of the Lord, that we which live, and are remaining in the 
coming of the Lord, ſhall not 5 them which ſleep, and 
the Dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt, You know there is a Say- 
ing, They that were dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes hath be quickened. 
Was it their Bodies, or was it their Souls, that was under the 
deadly Power of Sin or Evil, when Chriſt, by his Spirit, quick- 
ened it from the Death of Sin to the Life of Righteouſneſs ? So 
likewiſe, if Men's Souls be not dead afleep with their Bodies in 
the Duſt of the Earth, there is nothing capable to be raiſed at the 
laſt Day, by the all-quickening Word of an ever-living God. 
If the Soul did not ſleep in the Grave with its Body, there could 
be no Reſurrection of any Kind of Body at all; Why? Becauſe 
as the Soul in its Life-time was only capable in its own Body to 
hear the Voice of the Son of God and live, ſo likewiſe it is the 
Soul, under Death, that it is only capable to hear the Voice of 
an infinite Majeſty, ſaying unto the Souls of the Elect that ſleep 
in their Graves, Come formb with Bodies all glorious, like unto 
myſelf, and enter with * my mighty Angels, into my ever- 
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laſting Kingdom. Then ſhall his Voice alſo command the Souls 


of the Reprobate to come forth with Bodies fuitable to their 
wicked Spirits ; black and dark Bodies ; yea, Bodies of nothing 
but Shame and Confuſion of Face ; Bodies of burning, Envy, 
Wrath, and Fury againſt themſelves, becaule of their everlaſt- 


ing Separation from all ſpiritual and temporal Conſolations 


whatſoever. | 
Again, you that are ſpiritual, know, that the Body of Man 


is no Way capable of Sleep or Reſt without its Soul, no more 
than the Soul is capable of ſenſible waking without its Body; 
fo likewiſe it is with a Man at his Death; it is not his Body, 
but his Soul only, that is capable of the Sleep of Death ; for 
if Men could for ever enjoy their natural Lite in this Body, 
without any Pain or Sorrow, no Man living would, or could 
deſire to change his preſent Condition, Hence you may know, 
that as Pain or Sorrow, upon a ſpiritual Account, is Death to the 
Peace of the Mind, ſo likewiſe the Extremity of natural Grief 
or Pain is that which is the Death of the Soul. Moreover, if 
Men could underſtand by what Means their natural Life was 
preſerved, the natural dying of the Soul in, or with the Body, 
would no longer ſeem ſtrange unto them; for Man's Life is 
continually preſerved by the Death of all that he eats and 
drinks; wherefore, when the natural Life is almoſt ſpent for 
want of Reſt, the Soul is glad to enter into a dead Sleep, for 
the prolonging or reviving of a new Life; ſo likewiſe it is 
with Man's Soul and Body in Death, in Reference to the Glory 
to come; for except the Soul of Man be capable to enter into 
a natural Death with its Body, it is impoſſible it ſhould ever be 
capable to be quickened into a Life that is eternal. Thus you 
that have divine Eyes may ſee, that there is as abſolute a Ne- 
ceſſity that the Soul of Man ſhould ſleep with its Body in the 
Duſt of the Earth, that it might be in a Capacity of becoming 
an ever-living glorious Body, as it is for a mortal Soul to enter 
into a dead Sleep with its Body, for the prolonging or renewing 
its natural Life again, as aforeſaid. Furthermore, when the Soul 
and Body of a Man is ſo faſt aſleep that it is inſenſible of it- 
ſelf, and of all Things elſe, what is it for that Seaſon to itſelf, 
or any Thing elſe, but a mere Lump of dead Earth? So 
that whether a Man ſleeps or wakes, lives or dies, his Soul and 

E 'Body 
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Body is ſo eſſentially one through natural Procreation, that it is 
as impoſſible to divide them in Death, as to ſeparate them in 
Life ; but as they had a Beginning together in a creaturely 
Way, fo likewiſe being but a Creature, they muſt end together 
in Death, for the Manifeſtation of the glorious Power of an 
infinite Majeſty, when he ſhall re-create out of dead Duſt many 
Millions of Souls ana Bodies, ſome for eternal Bleſſedneſs, and 
other ſome for everlaſting Curſedneſs, by the Vertue of a 
Word ſpeaking through his Mouth, as beforeſaid. 

AGAIN, all Men that underſtand Generation through car- 
nal Copulation do, or may underſtand this following Secret ; 
that is to ſay, though the Life or Soul of a Man lieth ſecretly 
hid in their Seeds, and being united together, they become but 
one Life, yet, in the Time of Conception, the living Seed is 
compelled to die before it can be capable to conceive a Babe 
into Life. Both Male and Female have taſted inwardly of this 
Death and Life that I here treat of, in conceiving of their 
Children, only the Myſtery of the Thing is hid from them. 
Moreover, if all ſpiritual Life in Man is begotten through the 
Death of Sin, and all mortal Life is begotten through the Death 
of Nature, how then can any ſober Man be ſo weak as to ima- 
vine, or think, that his ſinful Soul is already immortal, and 
cannot die? Nay, I dare boldly ſay, that there is nothing 
that a Man eats or drinks for his Comfort, that is capable to 
nouriſh his natural Life, till the Life or Vertue of that which 
he hath eaten or drunken firſt die within him, and ſo quicken 
again into living Nouriſhment; wherefore, if a Man, through 


an incurable Diſeaſe, is in a languiſhing Condition, then know 


the true Cauſe why thoſe Things miniſtred to him, though 
they be ſuitable to his Grief, and never ſo excellent, take none 
Effect; it is becauſe the Pollution of his Blood prevents the 
dying of thoſe living Vertues miniſtred to him. Further- 
more, to conclude this Point; when a mortal Creature is near 
unto Death, you know, that which is given to him for his 
Conſolation, for want of dying in him, is either vomited up 
again, or paſſeth through him, doing no Good nor Hurt in 
the leaſt. Thus you that have Eyes may ſee there is no Poſſi- 
bility of poſſeſſing any natural or ſpiritual Life, but through 
Death. 8 4 | 
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True Worſhip diſcover'd. 


G AIN, in the next Place, I ſhall treat a little of the 
Worſhip of God from Chriſt's own Words, to the Wo- 

man of Samaria, in the fourth Chapter of St. 7%; where 
he ſaith, Ze worſhip that which ye know not, we worſhip that 
which we know, for Salvation is of the Jews; but the Hour 
cometh, and now is, when the true Worſhippers ſhall worſhip the 
Father in Spirit and in Truth; for the Father requireth ſuch to 
worſhip him. God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him muff 
worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth. In theſe Words Chriit did 
inform the Woman of Samaria that his inviſible Soul was that 
God or Spirit abiding only in his Perſon, by the which ſpiritual 
Union ſometimes the true Believer is filled with Joy unſpeaka- 
ble, and full of Glory. Moreover, when Chriſt and the Samari- 
tan Woman talked together, if you take Notice of the chief 
Ground of their Diſcourſe, you ſhall find it was about the true 
Worſhip of the true God, from theſe Words ; Our Fathers 
worſhipped in this Mountain, and ye ſay in Jeruſalem Men ought 
to worſhip z therefore when Chriſt ſaid, God is a Spirit, and 
they that worſhip him muſt worſhip him in Spirit and Truth, he 
gave the Samaritan Woman to underſtand, that all viſible 
Worſhip from Mens Tongues, Eyes, and Hands, was to be 
done away, that the inviſible Worſhip of the inviſible God 
may take place in the Hearts of his People for ever. Further- 
more, Chriſt gave her to underſtand alſo, that the Worſhip 
required by him from his Saints was an inward Stillneſs, by 
which their Souls were made willing to hearken to the Voice 
or Motions of his moſt Holy Spirit, ſpeaking in them Variety 
of heavenly Pleaſures, concerning the Glory of Eternity; fo 
that as Fire purifieth the Droſs in the Gold, Chriſt, by the 
Vertue of his Godhead Spirit, purificth the whole Man from 
all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, flowing from Man's unclean 
Reaſon and evil Imagination, which is the Prince of the Air, 


always ruling in the Children of Diſobedience. 
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AGAIN, this ſpiritual worſhipping of God in Chriſt is ſo 
powerful in ſome, both in their Language and Practice, that it- 
makes their very Faces dreadful] to all glittering Tongue-Hy- 

rites whatſoever that know them; even ſuch Honour be- 
longs to all living loving Saints. This ſpiritual Communion 
with God in Chriſt doth allo give a Man Power to ſlight the 
deceitful Riches and frothy Honour of this periſhing World, 
as Dung, in Compariſon of that moſt excellent Glory that it hath- 
taſted of. Moreover, Chriſt gave the Samaritan Woman to. 
| underſtand, that none can ſpiritually worſhip him till the Light. 
1 or Vertue of his Spirit firſt enters into them; therefore he ſaith, 
1 He was found of them that ſought him not, And when they 
were in their Blood, and no Eye pitied them, he ſaid unto; 
them, Live; and behold they lived in his Sight; ſo that when, : 
: an elect Veſſel hath wearied himſelf out with long ſeeking af- : 
4 ter his God, in the viſible Worſhip of Men, and ſo is loſt in ? 
i all his Worſhip, then, and not till then, the Glory of Chriſt's 
free Love moves his Godhead Spirit to pity that helpleſs Soul, 
Wo by revealing himſelf unto him, and writing the ſpiritual Law 
of his eternal Love in his Heart, whereby he finds his Soul, 
l changed from carnal Envy into an entire Love of all Things 
| 

| 


| that are moſt excellent, with a Readineſs of- Mind to ſuffer all 
'l Kind of Wrong, and render Good for Evil, for. Chriſt's 
| Sake; in Obedience to his holy Commands, who was a perfect 
Pattern of all Manner of righteous Obedience to the Death, as. 
a Forerunner for his renewed ones, to walk in the ſame Steps 
by his Power all their Days. 
AGAIN, this ſpiritual worſhipping of the true God fills a. 
Soul with divine Longings after a viſible, as well as an inviſi- 
ble Sight of that glorious Perſon, even Face to Face ; from: 
whence all their heavenly Enjoyments, and real Aſſurance of. 
more tranſcendent Excellencies proceeds. Thus it is clear to 
the Heirs of glorious Crowns, that are of a diſcerning Spirit, 
that that Worſhip at Zeruſalem, and elſewhere, treated of by 
Chriſt to the Samaritan Woman, was to be done away, that a 
more ſpiritual might take Place; ſo that all viſible worſhipping 
of an inviſible ſpiritual God, is now but as a golden Calf ot 
Mens own Imaginations, and no more accepted of by Chriſt 1 
than the cutting off a Dog's Neck, Thus, from an unerring 2 
| 5 Light 
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True Worſhip diſcover'd. 29 
Light in ſome Meaſure, I have remonſtrated to the Elect what 
is the very true God, and his ſpiritual Worſhip accepted of 
him. It is not outward praying, preaching, faſting, or thankſ- 
giving, to be ſeen of Men; but it is an inward, ſpiritual, ſilent 
praying and praiſing, faſting and feaſting upon the glorious 
Things of Eternity, which is only ſeen by divine Eyes; God is 
a- Spirit, or rather a ſpiritual Perſon, and they that worſhip 
him muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth. 

AGAIN, in the ſixth Chapter of St. Mark, it is thus written, 
And when they ſaw. him walking upon the Sea, they ſuppoſed it 
had been a Spirit, and cried out ;, for they all ſaw him, and were 
ſore afraid. But anon he talked with them, and ſaid unto them, 
Be ye of good Comfort, it is I, be not afraid. And in the laſt 
Chapter of St. Luke are theſe Sayings : And as they ſpake theſe 
Things, Jeſus himſelf flood in the Maſt of them, and ſaid unto 
them, Peace be unto you; but they were abaſhed and afraid, ſup- 
poſing they had ſeen a Spirit. Then ſaid he unto them, Why are 
ye troubled ? and wherefore do Doubts ariſe in your Hearts ? Be- 
hold mine Hands and my Feet; for it is I myſelf : Handle me, and 
fee ;, for a Spirit hath not Fleſh and Bones as you ſee me have. 

My ſpiritual Brethren, theſe Sayings of Chriſt ſeem to con- 
tradict the Truth of. all that I have written concerning God, 
being a ſpiritual Body or Perſon, in Form like a Man; and 
many Men, for Want of the Spirit of the Scriptures, do ima- 
gine, that Chriſt's Father is an infinite Spirit diſtin&t from him, 
and that it is utcerly uncapable to make its Abode in ſo narrow 
a Compaſs as the Perſon of Chriſt, if he be in the Form 
of a Man, but they imagine him to be of ſo vaſt a Quantity, 
that he incloſeth or covereth all Things and Places, through his 
ipiritual Bulk or Bigneſs; this is blind Reaſon's imaginary God, 
that is, no God; wherefore, by divine Aſſiſtance, I ſhall en- 
deavour to remove this Stumbling-Block of long Continuance 
by a clear and full Demonſtration, why Chriſt, in anſwer to 
his Apoſtles, ſaid, A Spirit hath not Fleſh and Bones, as ye ſee 
me have. You. know, when Chriſt walked upon the Sea, they 
ſuppoſed they ſaw a Spirit, and cried out for Fear : So likewiſe 
when Chriſt was riſen from the Grave, and was in the Midit of 
chem, the Doors being ſhut, the ſame Suppoſition roſe in them 

| again; 
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again; ſo that you know they were afraid, ſuppoſing they had 
ſeen a Spirit z wherefore, to convince them of their carnal Suppo- 
ſitions, the Lord Jeſus bids them handle his Hands and his Feet, 
and ſee, that they might know that now he was become a ſpi- 
ritual Body of Fleſh and Bones; and that now he was quickened 
into a divine Eſtate, both Soul and Body, as he had foretold 
them before he died in the Fleſh, and quickned himſelf again 


in the Spirit. 
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G AIN, the Apoſtles themſelves, as well as others, were 
dark in many Things till Chriſt was glorify*d, and that 
was the Cauſe of their ſuppoſing that Spirits might live without 
Bodies, and be ſeen by natural Eyes ; the Doors being ſhut, as 
aforeſaid, and Chriſt being in the Midſt of them, they not 
knowing which Way he ſhould come in, that was one Cauſe 
of their ſudden Fear of ſuppoſing they had ſeen a Spirit; 
wherefore, for removing of their groundleſs Suppoſitions, and 
ſettling their fearful Spirits upon a right Underſtanding of Fleſh 
and Spirit, the Lord Jeſus {aid unto them, For a Spirit hath 
not Fleſh and Bones, as ye ſee me have. Moreover, Chriſt did 
not ſay, that a Spirit could live without its Body, no more than 
a Body can live without its Soul; he gave them to underſtand 
alſo, that as all Bodies, both natural and ſpiritual, are viſible, ſo 
likewiſe all Spirits, whether of God, Men, or Angels, are 
always inviſible, and not to be ſeen by outward Sight, neither 
poſſibly can be; therefore, Chriſt would not have them to ſup- 
poſe Things that are not, but to underſtand Things that are, 
and that would for Time to come prevent all carnal Fears in 
them, ariſing from vain Suppoſitions. 
AGAIN, Seeing Chriſt both Times appeared in a Body 
of Fleſh and Bone, what Ground had the Apoſtles to ſuppoſe 


him to be a Formleſs Spirit? If it ſhould be imagined by ſome, 


that a Spirit may live without a Body, and take upon it what 
Shape it will to fright ignorant Men withal : To this I Wm 
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Mo Spirit without a Body. 31 
If Chriſt had either Time appeared before them in a ghaſtly 
Form or Shape, they had then juſt Cauſe to be affrighted ; but 
ſeeing he appeared both Times in that Body, whom they had 
been ſo long converſant withal, what Ground in the leaſt had 
they therefore to ſuppoſe they had ſeen a Spirit? *Tis Truth, 
his walking upon the Sea might much amaze them, through 
the Unuſualneſs of ſuch a Sight; but to ſee him die, and buried 
out of Sight, and in a Moment to appear again in the Midſt 
of his Friends, when the Doors were made faſt; this muſt needs 
cauſe an Aſtoniſhment to thoſe that had never ſeen or known | 
any ſuch Thing before; therefore, the Apoſtles, through Fear, 
did ſuppoſe Things that are not, nor poſſibly can be, by ima- 
gining a Spirit might be ſeen by Eyes of Fleſh ; Feel me, and 
handle me, ſaith Chriſt, for a Spirit hath not Fleſh and Bones, 
as ye ſee me have. 

AGAIN, Chriſt did inform his Apoſtles, that a Spirit 
could not poſſibly be ſeen by viſible Eyes: Why? Becauſe 
the Nature of it is always to be inviſible, and can be no other- 
ways; but allo, denen there is no viſible Light or Sight in 
the Perſons of God, Men, or Angels, but what proceeds from 
their inviſible Spirits: Chriſt did alſo inform them, that that 
inviſible Spirit in the Body of his Fleſh and Bone, was that 
God- head Power or Glory by Vertue of which, to fulfil his 
own Will, could with that Body, pierce through Doors, aſ- 
cend, or deſcend ſwifter than Thought, into the Height and 
Depth of all Things and Places. Moreover, he did alſo in- 
form them, that a Spirit was not only inviſible, and not to be 
ſeen with viſible Eyes of Fleſh ; but alſo, that in reference to 
its inward Quantity or Form, it was incomprehenſible, there- 
fore, it was utterly uncapable viſibly to be ſeen or handled ; for 
the inviſible Spirit is that only which ſees, handles, or com- 
prehends all viſible Things, whether they be natural or ſpiritual, 
Thus you which are not ſtone-blind, may know, that it is not 
only impoſſible for mortal Men to ſee a Spirit with natural 
Eyes; but it is alſo as impoſſible for any Kind of Spirit, whe- 
ther it be of God himſelf, Men, or Angels, to be capable of 
any Light or Life without diſtin& Bodies of their own, to 
maniteſt it in, any more than a Body is capable of any Light or 
Life, without a living Spirit, to manifeſt itſelf in, | 

| Fo... ASA 
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AGAIN, Chriſt did inform his Apoſtles, that the invi- 
fible Eye in the Soul, though a Man has no natural Sight or 
Hearing, is as capable of hearing and underſtanding the Voice 
or Motions of his. Holy Spirit, as thoſe that enjoy their natu- 
ral Sight and Hearing; yea, and oftentimes better alſo : _ Why? 
Becauſe the outward Seeing and Hearing is rather a Hindrance, 
than a Furtherance to the inward Whiſperings of Chriſt's Spirit 
in Man's Soul, concerning the glorious Things of Eternity. 
Moreover, you that are ſkilful in natural Muſick, whether it 
be Inſtrument or Voice, do know, that the lower the Sound is, 
the more ſweet is its Harmony to the natural Ear; ſo likewiſe 
you that are moſt ſkilful in divine Muſick, do know, that the 
{till or ſilent Motions of Chriſt's Spirit, make the moſt glorious 
Harmony in your inviſible Souls; but on the contrary, though 
a Man poſſeſs his bodily Sight and Hearing never ſo perfect, 
yet if his inviſible Spirit be uncapable to diſtinguiſh between the 
true Sound of natural or ſpiritual Muſick, he is like unto a deaf 
Adder that cannot hear, though the natural or ſpiritual Charmer 
charms never ſo wiſely ; for alas! what Mulick is it to tell a 
carnal Heart of poſſeſſing the Glory of an immortal Crown, 
full of eternal Excellencies? It is all one, as if the moſt rareſt 
natural Muſick ſhould be ſounded in the Ears of a Man that is 
ſo fooliſh, that he is void of all Senſe or Reaſon, like the brute 
Beaſt, or deaf Adder, as beforeſaid; Feel me and handle me, 


ſaith Chriſt to his Apoſtles, for à Spirit hath not Fleſh and 


Bones, as ye ſee me have, 
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The Baptiſt's Commiſſion Counter fpited. 


" A GAIN, in the next Place, (by divine Aſſiſtance) I ſhall 
demonſtrate the Vanity of the Miniſtry of the Baptiſts 
for want of a Commiſſion from the Lord for what they igno- 
rantly do. I need not tell you the Foundation upon which 
they build their Worſhip, becauſe it is upon the Letter of the 
Scripture, and their own lying Reaſon, which 15 the Devil in 
them. If all viſible Worſhiping of an inviſible ſpiritual God 
is now become vain and of none effect, the Baptiſts may ſay 
unto me, What is the Meaning of thoſe Scripture-Sayings, 
that enjoyn Men to worſhip God in his holy Ordinances to the 
End of the World? To this I anſwer, All true Chriſtians are 
now under the Miniſtry of the Holy Spirit, and no more bound 
in Conſcience to Apaſtolical Worſhip, than the Saints were 
bound in Conſcience to Moſaical Worſhip, when they were 
under the Doctrines of Chriſt. If you think it ſtrange, I ſhall 
give infallible Grounds for the Proof of it to all ſpiritual diſ- 
cerning Men. My firſt Ground is this, Since the Apoſtles 
Worſhip ceaſed, which was in or. at the End of the Ten Perſe- 
cutions, not a Man hath been commiſſionated by the Spirit of 
God to adminiſter divine Ordinances to his People, From an 
unerring Light, I ſay again, That above theſe Thouſand 
Years, there hath not been a Man ſent forth to propheſy, or 
preach the Goſpel of the Kingdom, by a ſpiritual Commiſſion 
from Chriſt, or any One appointed for that End by Chriſt. 
But it may be thou that loveſt the Preheminence among the 
People, as to be looked upon as an Apoſtle, or Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, wilt endeavour to prove thy Commiſſion by the 
Scriptures. Now thou canſt not deny but the Scriptures were 
Men's Writings, which the Holy Spirit immediately moved 
them to ſpeak, as an outward Witneſs of Things paſt, preſent, 
and ro come, to all Generations, in relation to ſpiritual Things 
which are eternal: How then canſt thou poſſibly become a 
| F Miniſter 
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Miniſter of. divine Ordinances, by Authority from another 
Man's Words, or Writings, unleſs without their Letter, thou 
wert immediately moved to ſpeak by the Gift of the Holy 
Spirit as they were? Moreover, tho* the Scriptures in them- 
ſelves are jult and true to all thoſe that ſpiritually diſcern them, 
having the Life and Power of them in their own Souls; yet 
there is nothing but Death in them to a, carnal Spirit, The 
Letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth Life: And can a dead or 
killing Letter give thee Power to become a ſpiritual Miniſter 
of Chriſt's Ordinances to his ele& People? I trow not. Oh! 
deceive not thine own Soul with thy Counterfeit if it be 
poſſible. 

AGAIN, If thou ſhalt imagine thyſelf fit to miniſter Goſ- 
pel-Ordinances to the People, becauſe thy natural Parts hath 
blinded them to make choice of thee for ſuch an End : Then 
I would fain know of thee whether thou art indued with a 
Miniſterial Power ? Doth Chriſt immediately pour forth the 
Gift of his Spirit upon them thou Baptizelt ? Or cure the Sick 
when thou prayeſt over them? Or doth he own thee in caſting 
out of Devils, deviliſh Diſeaſes, or Diſtempers incident to 
Man's Nature; by thy Word, Praying, Preaching, or any 
Goſpel-Ordinance ſo called by thee? Or doth he own thee, by 
railing the Dead, curing the Lame, or in any Thing apper- 
taining to a Miniſter of the Spirit ? 

Moreover, in Holy Writ, I find Thirteen Apoſtles and no 
more, and theſe were choſen by Chriſt's ſpiritual Power, for a 
great and glorious Work among the Saints: But who made 

thee an Apoſtle or Miniſter of the Goſpel, to gather the Peo- 
ple together into Church- Fellowſhip, and miniſter Apoſtolical- 
Ordinances to them, and gave thee no Power naturally, nor 
ſpiritually belonging to a Meſſenger of Chriſt? Furthermore, 
Becauſe you have uſurped the Place of a Miniſter of the Spirit 
from another Man's Letter, What Effects doth it bring forth 
when you are in the Place of Authority, perſecuting of Men for 
their Faith 3 in their God by Sword, Impriſonment, Confiſcating 
of Eſtates, Baniſhment, and Death itſelf : Theſe, and ſuch-like 
are the Effects that proceed from your Miniſtry, in whom is 

included all Miniſtrations which confeſs Chriſt. 
| AGAIN, 
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AGAIN, If thou wouldit gladly eſcape the Vengeance to 
come, prepared for Goſpel- Counterfeits; ſuffer me to demon- 
{trate a true Miniſter, from one that is falſe; which I ſhall do, 
by Way of Compariſon. Suppoſe a King, or Head-Magiſtrate, 
makes choice of a Man to be his Embaſſador to a Foreign 
Prince; you know he gives that Man a Commiſſion of expreſs 
Words in Writing, ſealed up with his own Signet: But of the 
contrary, if any of his Subjects ſhould pretend Embaſſadorſhip, 
without the aforeſaid Commiſſion, you know then that he 1s 
judged as guilty of High-Treaſon againſt the King's Perſon 
and Laws, and fo is put to Death as a Traytor: So likewiſe it 
is when the King of Glory makes uſe of a Man his ſpiritual 
Embaſſador to a Prince, or to his innocent People, either he 
ſpeaks to that Man from his own glorious Mouth, or by the 


Mouth of a Meſſenger choſen for that End or Purpoſe : Where- 


fore, if any Man ſhall go forth as a Miniſter of the Goſpel- 
Ordinances to the People, without the aforeſaid Commiſtion, 
the Holy Scriptures themſelves, in ſuch a Caſe judge that Man 
guilty of ſpiritual High-Treaſon againſt Chriſt. I fay again 
from that God that ſent me, Whoever thou art that miniſtreſt 
A poſtolical- Ordinances in the Name of Chriſt, without a 
Commiſſion from his Holy Spirit, tho* ſome Good may 
redound to ſome of the Hearers; yet in the Great Day, Chriſt 
will charge it upon thee as a Work of Iniquity, or elſe why 
doth Chriſt ſay that he will ſay, Depart from me, ye that work 
Iniquity, I know ye not; to thoſe that ſhall ſay, Lord have we 
not prayed in thy Name, and Caſt out Devils in thy Name, and 
in thy Name done many wondrous Works ? 

AGAIN, If a Man was ſo fitted through natural Parts, 
of Memory, Eloquence, Courage, graceful Speech, Faithful- 
neſs, or any natural Excellency that can be named, to become 
an Embaſſador to a King or Protector; yet you know all this 
is of no Value in the leaſt, as to give him an Intereſt of Em- 
baſſadorſhip, without an Approbation from the Prince, or 
Protector himſelf ; ſo likewiſe it is upon a ſpiritual Account. 
Suppoſe thou waſt indued with the greateſt Meaſure of true 
Light that can be enjoyed by a Creature, through which thou 
ſhouldſt become mighty in the Spirit of the Scriptures, and ex- 
cellent in all divine Qualifications; all this is of no Value in the 

| r leaſt 
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leaſt to impower a Man to become a Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
without an Approbation from the King of Glory himſelf, as 
beforeſaid. 

Moreover, If thou art poſſeſt with natural Wiſdom, Riches, 
and Honour, there is not one tittle in the New Teſtament to 
prove thee a Miniſter of Chriſt, ſince God became Fleſh : 
Wherefore, in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, I pronounce Wo | 
Wo! unto all miniſterial Counterfeits! But moſt dreadful 
Woes again all thoſe Men which know the Lord Jeſus ſent 
them not to miniſter Apoſtolical-Ordinances to his People, yet 
go on in their Deceit, againſt the Checks of their own Conſci- 
ences, for Silver, and Honour, which periſh. 

AGAIN, the true Apoſtles, or Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
did not premeditate before-hand what they ſhould ſay to the 
People; but they declared the Myſteries of the Kingdom, by 
an immediate moving of the Holy Spirit, without any real 
Contradiction in their Sayings in the leaſt : But of the contrary, 
either thou ſtudieſt upon their Letter, what thou ſhalt ſay to 
the People, that thou mayeſt pleaſe their itching Ears with a 
Form of glittering Words only : Or elfe, if thou fpeakeſt an 
Hour or two without Premeditation, O! how full of Contra- 
diction and Confuſion it would be found if it were examined 
by a diſcerning Spirit? Moreover, to uphold thy borrowed 
Miniſtry, it may be thou wilt reply and ſay, that thou art no 
Hireling, but liveſt upon thine own Labour, and that thou 
ſpeakeſt thine own Experience freely to the People; I ſhall 
anſwer thee in the Words of Samuel to Saul: What meaneth 
then the Bleeting of the Sheep, and the lowing of the Oxen in 
mine Ears? I mean your Sacramental-Gatherings thirty, forty, 
or fifty Times in a Year ; beſides your Members Monthly, or 
Quarterly Liberalities? It may be thou wilt reply, and ſay, it 
is all Free-Offerings to the Lord, for the Relieving of poor 
Church-Members, and for a Stock to help young Beginners in 
their Callings ; I fay, if you be impartially Charitable to one 
another it is well; I am ſure you have very little or no Com- 
paſſion at all to any other People, though they be more juſt 
than yourſelyes. Furthermore, Is it not your Popiſh Bulls, 
rather than Fpiritual Truth, that ſqueezes moſt of the People's 
Gratuities our of them? I mean by frighting their Souls Fear 

car 
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Fear of eternal Damnation, if they be not Obedient to your 
Goſpel- Ordinances, or rather imaginary Formalities of your 
own Inventions, 

AGAIN, How can you have the Face of a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, and can kill and ſlay Mankind with a Sword of 
Steel? In the true Miniſtry I find the contrary altogether, Our 
Weapons are not carnal, but ſpiritual, ſaith Paul; and Chriſt, 
who is the only God, teaches his to ſlay none but with Love. 
Theſe are the Effects of the Goſpel of his Kingdom, which is 
not of this World; for then the Princes would embrace it, 
which now are at Varience with it, becauſe it maketh War 
againſt their natural Wiſdom, and earthly Glory, 

Moreover, I ſhall write a little between Faith, and Reaſon's 
Kingdoms : Or between ſpiritual Love, and carnal Envy, 
Love your Enemies, faith Chriſt; and if he ſmite thee on the one 
Cheek, give bim the other : And when one of his Diſciples aſked 
bim whether he muſt forgive his Brother ſeven Times? Yea, ſaith 
Chriſt, if he acknowledge his Fault, forgive him ſeventy ſeven 
Times, What is that but even always? Love lieth down at 
Envy's Feet to be killed of him, and ſlayeth Envy by its 
Patience and Meekneſs. Love doth all Things in a beautiful 
and comely Manner : Love is of ſo pure and holy a Nature, 
that it cannot poſlibly do an impure or unholy Thing ; but if 
it be moved to manifeſt itſelf according to its divine Property, 
it naturally produceth all heavenly Excellencies in elect Men 
and Angels. Love is generous, and pitiful; but Envy is 
covetous and cruel, Love Delights to be ſervant to all ; but 
Envy loves to be Lord over all. Love is not violent, but 
leaves all Men to their own Conſcience in point of divine 
Worſhip; but Envy deſiring the Preheminence in Church and 
State, is always lying in wait to enſnare innocent Love, becauſe 
it cannot bow down to its carnal Commands; and becauſe it 
cannot take away its ſpiritual Peace, it will avenge itſelf upon 
Its natural Peace : But inſtead of rending Mens Perſons or 
Eſtates, Love is that divine Balſom that cureth all Diſeaſes that 
Envy makes. It cures a wounded Spirit, and rejoyceth a - 
broken Heart, and reviveth a dying Soul; It relieveth natural 
Wounds, made by Envy's Weapons. Love Cloatheth the 


our 
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out of Priſon. Love enjoys itſelf no longer than it is doing 
Good to others. God - Man Chriſt Jeſus glorified, is the Foun- 
tain of all divine Love, Peace, Joy, or any glorious Excel- 
lency that can be named. 

AGAIN, Love doth not make Men to deſire after the 
Office of a Miniſter, or to be a Parliament Man; becauſe of 
the great Weight attending ſuch Places, to diſcharge a good 
Conſcience in them to God and Man. If the Lord Jeſus 
ſhould ſay to a Man, I have choſen thee for a greater Work; 
Love in ſuch a Caſe, makes a Man to conſider his Inability, 
and Unworthineſs of ſuch an Office, and to defire the Lord to 
paſs him by and chuſe another, becauſe of the exceeding Un- 
belief and Perverſeneſs of Men's Spirits, eſpecially if a Man 
ſhall ſay, the Lord hath ſpoken to him; I can bear Witneſs 
to the Truth of this Thing with Moſes, and Paul, tho? Men or 
Angels ſhould Gainſay it. Moreover, I do not ſay all Men 


have ſuch Strugglings in them, when Chriſt makes Choice of 


them for Apoſtles, or Miniſters of the Goſpel: For Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, Peter, and the reſt of the Apoſtles, ſeemed eaſily 
to be entreated to leave All, and follow Chriſt; yet no Man 
knows what inward Strivings they had to forſake their Parents, 
and all that was near and dear unto them, to follow a perſecuted 
Chriſt, or Man of Sorrows. Furthermore, Sometimes when 
God makes choice of a Man to be his Meſſenger to 'the Sons 
of Men, his Voice in ſuch a Caſe is ſo powerful in him who is 
Choſen, that it ſwallows up all Reaſoning in him ; and then 
indeed there remains no Cauſe of ſtriving in the leaſt. The 
Apoſtles being many, and encouraged with Chriſt's perſonal 
Preſence, that was ready and willing to die for them, muſt 
needs be willing to follow him in the ſame Steps : But of the 
contrary, When a Man 1s choſen alone, having only but one 
Companion given unto him, and is compelled to. declare the 
ſtrangeſt and terribleſt Meſſage againſt Deſpiſers of their 
Meflage, as ever was, as I and my Fellow-Witneſs were 
in this Age; in ſuch a Caſe, Reaſon may play its Part, before 
it be made willing to lie down to the Pleaſure of the 
Moſt High. 

AGAIN, Envy which floweth from Reaſon, is that which 
doth not only ſtrongly deſire the Preheminence in ory and 
3 \ tate, 
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State, but if it cannot attain to its Deſire in a legal Way, then 
Simon Magus like, it will give large Gifts to attain them. 
Suppoſe you that are the chief Miniſters of the People, called 
Baptiſts, do exactly imitate the Apoſtles Worſhip, according 
to the Letter of the Scripture; yet if you are not ſtone Blind, 
you muſt needs no that you have no Commiſſion from the 
Spirit of Chriſt to adminiſter Apoſtolical Ordinances to this 
Generation, or any other, (if there ſhould be another, ) whilſt 
the World endures. Why? Becauſe you do certainly know 
that you did never hear the glorious Voice of Chriſt ſay unto 
you theſe following Words, Go, Preach the Goſpel to all 
Nations, Baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obſerve all Things 
cohat ſoe ver I have commanded you, and Lo I am with you alway, 
until the End of the World, Matthew the Laſt, You do cer- 
tainly know allo, that God did neither ſend Angel, Prophet, 
Apoltle, nor Saint, to Commiſſionate you to miniſter Goſpel- 
Ordinances to his People as beforeſaid. Is it not a wonderful 
Thing therefore, that you ſhould go on with ſuch a high 
Hand, in meddling with holy Things which concern you nor. 
Remember John Chandler, who I heard confeſs with his own 
Mouth, that he was eternally damned, for Baptizing People 
without Authority from God, that was one of his Sins that 
lay upon his Conſcience. Furthermore, if you that are the 
Miniſters of the Baptiſts do imagine, or think that this Scrip- 
ture in the laſt of Matthew, maketh much for you, if you be 
ſober, I ſhall ſhew you from the Spirit of Chriſt, the contrary 
altogether ; Chriſt in thoſe Words, ſpake to his choſen Apo- 
ſtles, ſaying, Go preach to all Nations. And to fulfil his Pro- 
miſe unto them, he gave them Power to work Miracles, and 
Tongues, to ſpeak unto every Man in his own Language, the 
wonderful Things of God; as you may ſee in the ſecond of 


the Ads of the Apoſtles. Wherefore, unleſs you be endued 


with Power from on High, with ſuch Apoſtolical Gifts, how 
can you be their Succeſſors in the leaſt? Teaching them to obſerve 
all Things, whatſoever I have commanded you. How can you 
apply this Saying to maintain your Way, knowing in your 
Conſeiences, that Chriſt never ſpake unto you, nor com- 
manded you to teach Men to obſerve any of his SER | 
. nr all: 
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all? I ſay again from an unerring Light, that you never ſaw 
his Face, nor have heard his glorious Voice: How then can 
vou truly teach his ſpiritual Commands to his redeemed Ones? 
or convince Gainſayers? And Lo I am with you alway to the 
End of the World, What do theſe Words concern you in the 
leaſt, ſeeing they were not ſpoke unto you? I confeſs, as many 
of you, and all other Opinions, as ſhall enjoy the ſpiritual 
Power of theſe Words in their Lives and Converſations, are 
- concerned in this Matter. Thus Chriſt may be ſaid to own 
the Miniſtry of his Apoſtles to the End of the World, But 
of the contrary, the Lord Jeſus had not the leaſt thought in 
him fifteen Hundred Y ears after the Deceaſe of his Apoſtles, to 
commiſſionate . opinionated Men, to officiate their Miniſtry 
over again, as blind Baptiſts would have it, If I am rude in 
Speech, bear with my Weakneſs : Ye ſuffer Fools gladly. 

AGAIN, What was the Mind of Chriſt, in that Saying, 
Lo I am with you alway, to the End of the World? From theſe 


Words, we may underſtand thus much: As Chriſt failed not 


to own Moſes in his legal Worſhip, upon the Spirits of the 
Jewiſo Nation, whilſt that Miniſtration remained; ſo likewiſe, 
whilſt his Apoſtolical Worſhip was to remain, he would not 
fail to own it, by his ſpiritual Preſence in the Hearts of his 
Ele&, that were under thoſe viſible Ordinances. But you ma 

Reply and ſay, that Chriſt in theſe Words did intend that his 
Saints ſhould enjoy the Miniſtry of Goſpel-Ordinances to the 
End of the World, From the Lord, to this I anſwer: Unleſs 
the People that make Choice of you for their Miniſters have 
an infallible Spirit to know you are commiſſionated by Chriſt 
to ſupply the Apoſtles room, the which they dare not ſay they 
have; the Pope, and you, and all other Miniſters, are Peter's 
Succeſſors alike. Moreover, there is a two-fold End of the 


World, a particular, and a general: When a Maa dieth, it 


may be properly ſaid that he, and this World, are at an End 
to each other. Why? Becauſe his Time is paſt, for ever 
living in this World again ; fo likewiſe it was with Legal and 
Goſpel- Adminiſtrations. Whilſt the choſen Miniſtrators re- 
mained, there was Power and Life in them over Mens Spirits : 
But when they died, and were put to Death, for bearing 
Witneſs to the Truth of their Ordinances, this World, and 


their 
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their Worſhip, might truly be ſaid to' be at an End to each 
other for ever. Why? Becauſe the true Adminiftrators and 
Adminiſtrations ceaſed both together, when they had tutfilled 
all that was appointed for them to do by the Lord. 

AGAIN, tho? all viſible Worſhip is now become of no 
Value in the Eyes of the Lord; yet it may be truly and pro- 
perly ſaid, that Chriſt is with his Apoſtles alway to the End 
of the World, in all thoſe that Worſhip. him in Spirit and 
Truth; I do not mean thoſe that ſpend their Time in Baptiſti- 
cal Ceremonies, Teeing neither Circumciſion nor Uncircum- 
ciſion availeth nothing, but a new Creature; but as betorcſaid, 
I mean thoſe ſober ſilent Saints, whoſe Language and Practice 
ſpeaketh forth the Spirit and Power of the Scriptures in them, 
in the Sight of God and Man all their Days. Finally, theſe filent 
Saints I ſpeak of are poſſeſt with ſuch a pure Love to Chriſt in 
them, that, according to their Talents, their Hearts and 
Hands are continually open to all that is good, and lock'd up, 
and barr*d againſt all known Evil whatſoever. Theſe are thoſe 
that love the very Duſt of the true Prophets and Apollles, 
becauſe they certainly known the Day will come, when Chriſt 
will perſonally appear again to raiſe or new create out of dead 
Duſt thoſe Prophets and Apoſtles, with themſelves, into 
tranſcendant perſonal Glories, like unto his own glorious Body, 
even to all Eternity. Bebold, ſaith he that was dead, and is 
alive for evermore, I create all Things new. 

AGAIN, this Promiſe of Chriſt's being with his Apoſtles 
alway to the End of the World, was ſpoken principally upon 
a ſpiritual Account, Whetefore, when Chritt, in any Age, 
manitefts his glorious Preſerice in the Spirits of the Saints, 
through their believing in the Scriptures, then he may be ſaid 
to his own Apoſtles, becauſe they were the Penmen thereof: 
Moreover, theſe Words of Chriſt had Relation alſo to his two 
laſt Witneffes which he hath ſent in this blind Age, by Voice 
of. Words from his own glorious Mouth, to declare unto his 
Elect, ſpiritual Secrets of his eternal Kingdom, that was hid 
from all Mortals in this World, as the true Fore-runners of his 
ſudden; glorious, and dreadful appearing with his Saints and 
Angels, unto eternal Judgment. Moreover, the Records of 


the two Teſtaments is God's Commiſſion- Bock, wherein thoſe, 
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intended by him to miniſter holy Things, have their Names 
written, and Chriſt their King's Name abundantly alſo, who 
ſealed their Commiſſions often from his own holy Mouth, 
after he had ſealed it with his moſt precious Blood ; but thoſe 
whoſe Names are not to be found in the Commiſſion-Book 
beforeſaid, tho* they may be approved of by Men, yet Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles account them but Thieves and Liars, and 
Deceivers of the People, like Prieſt, lite People; if the Blind 
lead the Blind, they muſt needs both fall into the Ditch of eternal 
Condemnation, Furthermore, what tho' Chriſt ſaid to his 
choſen ones, Go, preach, and baptize all Nations; what is 
that to you Baptiſts, when he ſpake to his Apoſtles? Did he 
ſpeak to you or to them? Seeing the Cale: is fo plain, I 
would not,have you to deceive your own Souls with blank 
Commiſſions, but deal plainly with yourſelves and your 
Hearts, by telling them that you are not Miniſters of the 
Spirit, but of the Letter only. Finally, you ſhall or may know, 
that neither the Scriptures themſelves, nor natural, nor 
ſpiritual Gifts, nor the Saints, 1s any way in the leaſt a ſufficient 
Ground to impower Men to become Miniſtrators of. Goſpel 


Ordinances, without a ſpiritual Commiſſion from Chriſt, as 
abundantly before-ſaid. | 


AGAIN, Suppole a Preſbyterian, Independent, Separate, | 


Epiſcopacy, Ranter, Quaker, or Baptiſt, or any opinionated 
Man whatſoever, ſhould have heard Chriſt ſay unto Peter, And 
Iwill give unto thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
whatſoever thou ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven, 
whatſoever thou ſhall looſe on Earth, ſhall be looſed in Heaven, 
Mat. 16. or ſhould have heard Chriſt ſay to his Apoſtles, 
Go, preach the Goſpel to all Nations; I ſay, if it were poſſible for 
ſuch a Man to perform the Office of an Apoſtle exactly, yet 
the Lord Jeſus would have utterly diſowned him upon that 
Account, becauſe he ſpake not to him, nor gave-him a Com- 
miſſion to preach and baptize in his Name; but of the con- 
trary, that Man for going without a Commiſſion from Chriſt, 
might rather juſtly expect to drink of the ſame Cup of thoſe 
Apoſtolical Counterfeits, in the xixth of the 4s of the 
Apoſtles z; the Words are theſe: Then certain of the Vaga- 
bond Jews, Exorciſts, took upon them, to call over which had 
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The Baptiſt's Commiſſion Counterfeited, 43 
Evil Spirits, in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, ſaying, We 
« adjure you by Jeſus, whom Paul preacheth; and there were 
« ſeven Sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and Chief of the Prieſts, 
© which did ſo, and the Evil Spirit anſwered, and ſaid, Jeſus 
I know, and Paul I know, but who are ye? And the 
© Man in whom the Evil Spirit was, leapt on them, and over- 
© came them, and prevailed againft them, ſo that they fled 
© out of the Houſe naked and wounded.“ Moreover, what 
was it, think you, but Vagaboniſm and Exorciſm for thoſe 
ſeven Sons of Sceva, to take upon them the Power of an 
Apoſtle, without a Commiſſion from Chriſt, as Paul had? 
Surely thoſe Men were not looked upon as Vagabonds by the 
People, being Sons of the Chief Prieſt; but rather, I ſuppoſe, 
were in Honour among the People, as their Father was, till 
they were diſcover'd, by taking on them Paul's Commiſſion. 
Thus you may ſee that the Scriptures account Men but Vaga- 
bonds, and Workers of Iniquity, that takes upon them to be 
Miniſters of divine Things, without a Commiſhon from 
Cour. 

AGAIN, I donot find in Scripture, that the Sons of 
Sceva were called Vagabonds, and Exorciſts, till they took on 
them the Authority of an Apoſtle, and were naked and 
wounded for their Impudence : Indeed, if they had forfook 
their Father's Houſe, and got their Livings in Aſtrological 
Way, or Magick Way, or any ſuch like Vagaboniſm Art, 
when they might have lived at Home in Honour, like the 
Sons of a Lord Biſhop, then they would have diſcovered 
themſelves to the People as Men of a vagabon'd Mind, before 
they were diſcovered by the Lord. Moreover, if a Sophiſtical 
Prieſt, Aſtrological Star-gazer, or any other unlawful Artiſt, 
ſhould enjoy a ſtately Houſe and Land of his own, though - 
his Conſcience tells him he gained it by flattering, lying and 
diſſembling, yet inſtead of ſuch a Man being counted a Vaga- 
bond, it is more probable Men would chooſe him for a 
Country Juſtice of Peace, - oftentimes to puniſh innocent Men 
inſtead of a Vagabond, if they are not able to get them 
Houſes to live in through Deceit, as they have done. Further- 
more, there are two Sorts of Vagabonds, a natural, and a 
ſpiritual ; the natural Vagabond — the Civil Power, is that 

2 Man 
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155 that enjoys his Health, Strength, Limbs, and Liberty, 
but cannot endure any K ind of lawtul Labour, and ſo through 
Idleneſs hath no certain Dwelling to put his Head in; but in a 
begga ly or thieving Way, goes s from Place to Place to get his 
Living, having no Conſcience in him who ſuffers, ſo that he can 


but get it to maintain his Way of Idleneſs; ſo likewiſe it is 


wit h a ſpiritual Vagabond, according to holy Writ. That Man 
that hath a good Calling, enjoying his Health, Limbs, and 
Liberty, and Sufficiency of Food and Raiment, and is not 
therewith content, but being of a looſe and idle Mind, through 
Covetouſnels or ſecret Pride, aſpireth to be a Goſpel- Miniſter, 
and in a beggarly or thieving Way, runneth from Scripture 
to Scripture, adjuring by Jeſus whom Paul preached, as if he 
were Paul, notwithſtanding he underſtands not truly what 
Paul's Jeſus i is, no more than thoſe vagabond Sons of Sceva, 


the Chief Prieſt, as beforeſaid. 


AGAIN, If a temporal Vagabond eſcapes the Laſh of the 
Law, he grows impudently confident in his Way; fo likewiſe 
it is with a ſpiritual Vagabond, becauſe the Laſh of divine 
Juſtice falleth not upon him immediately in his Miniſtry, 
he groweth impudently confident, that God. is well pleaſed 
with what he doth. ' But it may be thou that art a Miniſter to 
the Baptiſts, may ſtill reply and ſay, that thou preacheſt the 
Word of God, and miniſtreth his Goſpel-Ordinances, accord- 
ing to the Truth of Holy Writ, and art blameleſs in thy Life 
and Converſation : and therefore thou mayeſt think the Com- 
pariſon of the ſeven. Sons of Sceva belongs not to thee in the 
leaſt, To this I. anſwer, Were not Cerab, Dathan, and 
Abiram, Sons of Levi, who. in their Places did miniſter to 
the People, as well as Moſes? But, their Rebellion againſt 
God, conſiſted in their luſting after the Prieſthood of Moſes, as 
the Sons of Sceva did after the Miniſtry, of Paul; wherefore, 


tho* thou ſhouldeſt be as fit to miniſter legal, and evangelical 


Ordinances, as Moſes and Paul, yet. it; was as lawful for Corab, 
Dathan and Abiram to miniſter them, as thou; yea, and more 
lawful alſo, becauſe the Sons of Levi in courſe were to officiate 
the Prieſtly Office, for the which they had the Tenths of the 
People's Goods allowed by the . 3 The Fire of the Lord 


conſumed Aaron's two Sons, for offering up to the Lord, ſtrange 
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Fire in their Cenſers, And what is all thy Baptiſtical Worſhip, 
but the offering up of ſtrange Fire of thine own carnal Reaſan, 
and lying Iinagination, which the Lord Jeſus neither command- 
ed thee to officiate, nor required it at thy Hands? Wherefore, 
though many. of you in Temporals flouriſh all your Days, as 
ſure as. the Lord Jeſus. liveth, who, with his own, Lite and 
Grace, hath redeemed my loſt Soul from the Power of Sin, 
and Fear of eternal Death, tho? you eſcape a temporal Ven- 
geance, yet few or none of you will eſcape the eternal fiery 
Vengeance in the. dreadful Day of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
AGAIN, What were thoſe heavenly Keys of Chriſt, 
committedito Peter, and Miniftry of Reconciliation committed 
to Paul? Thoſe Keys and Miniſtry, bear but one and the ſame 
Senſe only, though they differ in Terms; and the true Senſe of 
thoſe Sayings is this, that is to ſay, That Chriſt, by Vertue of 
his Word-Speaking only, did indue the Apoſtles with ſuch a 
ſpiritual Power, that their Miniſtry did unlock, and break 
open the Priſon Doors of, Darkneſs, in the elect loſt 1/raelites, 
that the King of Glory may enter in, and ſeal them up with his 
free Love, unto everlaſting Life : But of the contrary, there 
was a Power in their Miniſtry. alſo, to lock up, and barr the 
perſecuting Spirits. of mercileſs Reprovates, with the Seals of 
eternal Wrath and Death, till the Judgment of the Great Day, 
This is that binding, and looſing of Men's Souls on Earth, and in 
Heaven; and binding of Kings. in Chains of Darkneſs, and 
Nables in Fetters of Death, and that ſweet Savour unto God of 
Life unto Life, in them that are ſaved, and of Death unto 
Death, in them that periſa, according to the Words of Paul. 
Moreover, is there any. of this Power in thy Miniſtry, that 
what thou, bindeſt or looſeſt on Earth, is bound or looſed in 
Heaven? Or doth thy Miniſtry bind Kings in Chains of Darkneſs, - 
and Nobles in Fetters of Death? Or dareſt thou ſay, that thy 
Miniſtry is a ſweet Savour unto God, of Life unto Life, in 
them that are ſaved, or of Death unta Death, in them that periſh? 
Nay, thy Miniſtry is of ſo weak a Diſcerning, that thou dareſt 
not poſitively ſay, that any one of thoſe Hearers ſhall be ſaved, 
or damned, how it ſhould be any otherways, let wiſe Men 
judge; ſeeing thou knoweſt not what ſhall become of thyſelf, 
in the Day of Judgment, It is written, Faith comes by Hearing, 
and 
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and Hearing by the Word of God preached; and how can he 
preach, unleſs he be ſent? Becauſe there is not a Man of you 
ſent to preach ; it is impoſſible for you truly to demonſtrate the 
true God, or right Devil, Heaven or Hell, the true Faith, 
or any Thing concerning the Life to come, to the People, 


ſeeing it is as clear as the Light, that ye are none of Chriſt's 


Miniſters. What is it that provokes you, and thoſe that are 
gone before you, upon the ſame Account, to ſeek the Prehe- 
minence in Church and State, but Silver and Honour among 
Princes, or Princes Companions, Eaſe, and ſuch-like? For 
when ye become honourable, though ye ſpeak oftentimes like 
Children or Fools, your Words are taken as Goſpel by the 
Simple, or winked at by the Wiſe, for your Greatneſs-ſake, 
Many of you, by your Goſpel-Miniſtry, have become great, 
but never any of you have become good. 

AGAIN, By this you may know, you are none of Chriſt's 
Miniſters, becauſe you preach by Commiſſion of the earthly 
Powers. Wherefore, if they ſilence you, your Honour is loſt, 
and you become dumb, like unto Cordwell. As the falſe 
Prieſts, by the Powers, were exalted into Moſes's Chair; ſo 
likewiſe, by the ſame Power, you have exalted yourſelves into 
the Apoſtolical Chair. They fit in Maſes's Chair, faith Chriſt, 
do as they ſay, but not as they do, for they ſay and do not. 
Oh! Is it not ſo among you all? Many of you can pretend 
fairly, and ſpeak goodly Words, which your Memories have 
borrowed from the Scriptures, which belong not unto you, 
becauſe you have not the ſpiritual Interpretation of them in the 
leaſt, no, nor the Life and Power of them in your Converſa- 
tions, and daily Practice, between Man and Man. Moreover, 
inſtead of having the Spirit of an Apoſtle in you,- are you not 
rather like unto rebellious Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, or 
rather the ſeven Sons of Sceva, the Chief Prieſt, as abundantly 
beforeſaid, who cried out, All the Lora's People were Holy, 
when they were in the Height of their Wickedneſs, and joined 
together as one Man, to ſupplant Moſes of the Prieſthood ? 
So likewiſe, when by Rebellion againſt the Spirit of Chriſt, 
you are become counterfeit Miniſters of the Goſpel ; do not 
many of you in effect ſay, All Men may be holy if they will, 
when you ſay, Chriſt died for all, and all Men may be ſaved 
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if they will, or elſe you juſtify none to be truly holy, or ſpiri- 
tual Men, but thoſe that are in Church-Fellowſhip with your- 
ſelves. To conclude, what ſhall I ſay unto you to perſwade 
you from belying the Lord any longer to the People, by being 
willing to be accounted Miniſters of the Spirit, when you do, 
or may know you are but Miniſters of the Letter, and by the 
Wills of Men only? But it may be you that are rivetted in 
your Way, and confident in the Truth of your Worſhip, 
will both hate me, and laugh me to Scorn, when I am in my 
Grave, for counſelling you to forſake your Miniſterial Function, 
by which ſome of you have attained to be Companions with 
the great Men of the Earth, as beforeſaid; you may all have 
Time enough to repent it when it is too late, when a Flood 
of Fire and Brimſtone from the Lord ſhall burn up all your 
ſpiritual Confidences into a Sea of everlaſting Vengeance upon, 
or within your Souls and Bodies, as it did unto Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and the Inhabitants thereof, So much concerning 
the Fallacy of the Miniſtry of the Baptiſts, 
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and Hearing by the Word of God preached; and how can he 
preach, unleſs he be ſent? Becauſe there is not a Man of you 
ſent to preach ; it is impoſſible for you truly to demonſtrate the 
true God, or right Devil, Heaven or Hell, the true Faith, 
or any Thing concerning the Life to come, to the People, 


ſeeing it is as clear as the Light, that ye are none of Chriſt's 


Miniſters. What is it that provokes you, and thoſe that are 
gone before you, upon the ſame Account, to ſeek the Prehe- 
minence in Church and State, but Silver and Honour among 
Princes, or Princes Companions, Eaſe, and ſuch-like? For 
when ye become honourable, though ye ſpeak oftentimes like 
Children or Fools, your Words are taken as Goſpel by the 
Simple, or winked at by the Wiſe, for your Greatneſs-ſake, 
Many of you, by your Goſpel-Miniſtry, have become great, 
but never any of you have become good. 

AGAIN, By this you may know, you are none of Chriſt's 
Miniſters, becauſe you preach by Commiſſion of the earthly 
Powers. Wherefore, if they ſilence you, your Honour is loſt, 
and you become dumb, like unto Cordwell, As the. falſe 
Prieſts, by the Powers, were exalted into Moſes's Chair; ſo 
likewiſe, by the ſame Power, you have exalted yourſelves into 
the Apoſtolical Chair. They fit in Maſes's Chair, faith Chriſt, 
do as they ſay, but not as they do, for they ſay and do nor. 
Oh! Is it not ſo among you all? Many of you can pretend 
fairly, and ſpeak goodly Words, which your Memories have 
borrowed from the Scriptures, which belong not unto you, 
becauſe you have not the ſpiritual Interpretation of them in the 
leaſt, no, nor the Life and Power of them in your Converſa- 
tions, and daily Practice, between Man and Man. Moreover, 
inſtead of having the Spirit of an Apoſtle in you, are you not 
rather like unto rebellious Corab, Dathan, and Abiram, or 


rather the ſeven Sons of Sceva, the Chief Prieſt, as abundantly 


beforeſaid, who cried out, All the Lora's People were Holy, 
when they were in the Height of their Wickedneſs, and joined 
together as one Man, to ſupplant Moſes of the Prieſthood ? 
So likewiſe, when by Rebellion againſt the Spirit of Chriſt, 
you are become counterfeit Miniſters of the Goſpel ; do not 
many of you in effect ſay, All Men may be holy if they will, 
when you ſay, Chriſt died for all, and all Men may be ſaved 
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if they will, or elſe you juſtify none to be truly holy, or ſpiri- 
tual Men, but thoſe that are in Church-Fellowſhip with your- 
ſelves. To conclude, what ſhall I ſay unto you to perſwade 
you from belying the Lord any longer to the People, by being 
willing to be accounted Miniſters of the Spirit, when you do, 
or may know you are but Miniſters of the Letter, and by the 
Wills of Men only? But it may be you that are rivetted in 
your Way, and confident in the Truth of your Worſhip, 
will both hate me, and laugh me to Scorn, when I am in my 
Grave, for counſelling you to forſake your Miniſterial Function, 
by which ſome of you have attained to be Companions with 
the great Men of the Earth, as beforeſaid; you may all have 
Time enough to repent it when it is too late, when a Flood 
of Fire and Brimſtone from the Lord ſhall burn up all your 
ſpiritual Confidences into a Sea of everlaſting Vengeance upon, 
or within your Souls and Bodies, as it did unto Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and the Inhabitants thereof. So much concerning 
the Fallacy of the Miniſtry of the Baptiſts, 
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GAIN, in the next Place, I ſhall treat a little of the 

ſpiritual Glory of that World which is to come. You 
know the Scriptures have many eminent Titles for the ſetting 
forth of this Kingdom, as namely, Heaven is my Throne ; 
nevertheleſs, we look for new Heavens, and a new Earth, 
wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs. In my Father's Kingdom are 
many Manſions, and ſuch-like. Moreover, you muſt not 
imagine the Kingdom of Glory to be in a global Condition, as 
this World is; no, it is no ſuch Matter: But on the contrary, 
it is a Kingdom of an infinite Vaſtneſs, in Height, Length, or 
Breadth, ſuitable to an infinite glorious Majeſty. Furthermore, = 
the World to come is a boundleſs Kingdom, that lieth all = 
open, that the Perſons of our God, elect Men and Angels, 5 
may, as we uſe to ſay, have free Egrels and Regreſs for divine : 
Pleaſure, to aſcend or deſcend as high or as low as they think 
good, to all Eternity. 

AGAIN, as this World, and the Things thereof, are all 
natural; ſo likewiſe all that World, and the Things therein, are 
ſpiritual, Now as Pilate {aid unto Chriſt, What is Truth? So like- 
wiſe almoſt all Men ſay unto me, What is this ſpiritual World 
you treat of? Or what Man living is capable of the Knowledge 
of it in the leaſt, ſeeing he was never in it to ſee it? From 
an unerring Spirit, to this I anſwer, Tho' the moſt excellent 
Glory thereof in reference to the Eternity of it, be incomprehen- 
ſible, it doth not therefore follow, that no Man is capable to 
comprehend it at all: If it were ſo, how then could ſuch a 
ſimple Man as I was, ſpeak, or write more diſtinctly con- 
cerning God, the Glory and Miſery to come, than all the 
Miniſterial Gamaliels of this preſent World. Moreover, 
tho* no Man with mortal Eyes is capable viſibly to behold 1 
the inviſible Throne I here treat of, yet, from an infallible —- 
Light which I have received from the Divine Majeſty reſiding 
therein, give me Leave to write ſomething of it, for the pro- 1 
voking of your Spirits to a deep Affection towards it, far above 
this World and the vaniſhing Glory thereof. This World I 
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treat of is full of all Variety of new Soul Delights, or ſpiritual 
raviſhing Glories Which are eternal. Furthermore it is a 
Kingdom btighter than the Sun, clearer than Chryſtal, purer 
than Gold, ſofter than Down, ſweeter than Roſes; it is a 
Kingdom full of divine Muſick, and Crowns of Glory deck'd 
with Immortality. It is a Kingdom of divine Songs which 


none can learn but thoſe that are redeemed from the Love of 


this periſhing World. 1 N INF 
AGAIN, che Scriptures liken the Creator to the Sun in his 
Strength, a conſuming-Fire, and everlaſting Burnings, Truly, 
the Compariſon is very ſuitable to the Perſon of Chriſt glorified, 
reſident in this Kingdom I here treat of. It is a Body of ſuch 
a bright, burning, ſpiritual Glory, that at his next appearing, 
the Sun, Moon, Stars, and all natural and artificial Lights in 
this World, will enter into eternal Night, through the Glory 
of his infinite Brightneſs; ſo likewiſe is the Kingdom I here 
write of, ſuitable unto him. For the Heavens, and the Earth 
therein, are like unto a Flame of glorious Fire, and the Seas 
that is therein, being imbodied with ſuch an Earth as this is, 
are ſo pure and clear, like unto Chryſtal, burning Glaſs, or any 
Thing that is purified by Fire. The Bodies alſo of the Elect, 
are all of a fiery, glorious Nature, ſuitable unto their glorious 
God, and this his Kingdom of fiery, glorious Delights, as 
abundantly before-faid. © Hed e en tun 
AGAIN, there are two Sorts of : fpiritual Bodies appointed 
for eternal Burnings: The one hath a Spirit of all Love, and 


ſuch like in it; from whence proceeds nothing but Light and 
Life, with Variety of fiery glorious Pleaſures, which are eter- 


nal; but the other Body hath a Spirit full of all Envy, and 
ſuch like; out of which proceedeth nothing but Darkneſs 4nd 
Death, with much fiery Shame and Pain. Moreover, this 


God. like Spirit of Love I hear treat of, is a glorious Love: fire, 


which is more pleaſant, than can be utter'd by the Tongues of 
Men or Angels. It is a pure, clear, bright, gentle, ſoft, ſweer, 
and joyful Fire. It is a ſpiritual Love- fire, as beforeſaid; 
therefore it muſt needs be brighter than the Sun, clearer than 
Chryſtal, purer than refined Gold, ſofter than Down, ſweeter 
than Roſes; yea, and more pleaſanter to the whole Man, 
chan Honey is unn. Taſte; yea, it is a lovely Eire, 

9123VO3 - full 
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full of glorious Joys, and. godly Majeſty, of which once 1 
had a ſhort Taſte of in my Soul. Moreover, though a Man 
enjoys. his perfect Health and Liberty, yet. worldly Men dp 
not count him happy, unleſs he be a wiſe, Man, that liveth in 
Honour among the wiſe and honourable of this World,. and 
except he poſſeſſath all Manner of Delicacies for;the Belly, and 
the Back 3 plenty of Jewels of Gold, Silver, and precious 
Stones, to delight the Eye; all. Sorts of harmonious Melodies 
to pleaſe the Enr 3 with Hagrant Smells to pleaſe the Noſe, and 
a virtuous and comely Woman to take Delight in, and ſuch 
like natural Contents. Wherefore it may be queried. by ſome, 
whether there be any. other Delights, beſides what I have al- 
ready declared mahnt; glorious Kingdom aforeſaid? To this I 
anſwer, thereũs no Excellency in this: World, for the Rejoicing 
of the datüxal- Body, but there is the ſame Hxcellency in that ; 
World to come, for the Rejoieing of the ſpirityal-Body. Nox ; 
there is a vaſt Difference between the Joys of the 1 Bo- 1 


dy, and the Delights of the ſpititual Body. For the Joys of ; 
this natural Life proceeds principally from Things which are 


without the Body, but the Joys of that ſpiritual, Life flows 
principally from Things which are within.the Body. Further- 
more I would have you to underſtand, that in the Reſurrec- 
tion of the Body, there is neither marrying of Wives, nor 
giving in Marriage, but as Chriſt ſaid, Te Hall be as the 

1 Gade Henven; fo: lie wwiſe asd ſpirizual Body, hath 
no deſiro after any Thing! belonging to: Nature's Kingdom, 
neither had a natural Body any deſire aſter the Things apper- 
taining ta this heavenly Hias Finally, thoughglorified 
Bodies are unc of any: Satisfaction from natural Food 
ami Raiment, yet without ſpiritual Food and Raiment, they 
catmot ſubſiſt for their bleſſed Bodies, as a Robe of divine 
Righteouſneſs, is that heavenly Garment, wherewith their in⸗ 
nocent Spirits are artayed, and the Fopd-wherewith their Souls 
are eternally — isa neuer. ns Rae ariling out 
of their own- Spiri. 

AGAIN, Suppoſe: a natural Body were all covered with 
the glittering Jewels of this World, yet the Glory of it would 
appear hut as the Light of the Candle to the Sun, in COmpa- 
nton of die : glorious Garment here with the ſpiriʒ ua Body is 


tb 11 covered. 
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covered: | Moreover,” for our better Underſtanding,” give me 
leave to name ſom particular Fuel, from whence this ſpiritual 


Fire in a glorified Body is continually kindled; it either feeds 


upon the Righteouſneſs and Sufferings of Chriſt for him, in 
the Days of his Fleſh, or elſe it is nouriſned with the Remem- 
brance of the Grace and Perſecutions, which for Chriſt; and 
his Truth fake, it ſuffered in its natural Body, when it lived 
upon this Earth, Furthermore, every ſpiritual Motion, 
Thougbt, Deſire, Word, or Deed; which the Saints enjoyed 
in their natural Bodies, ſhall by the infinite Power of our 
Lord Jeſus, be made one with their ſpiritual: Bodies in the 
higheff Heavens; then. as beforeſaid; they ſhall perfectly re- 
member all their former heavenly'Motions, Defires, Thoughts, 
Words and Deeds; which the Faith and Love of Chriſt ope- 
rated in them, in the Days of their Fleſh, and from thenee 
ſhalt their divine Souls be- ſenſibly fed with Gad-like new Joys, 
Wiſdom, Power and Glory, even to all Eternity. Finally, 
the Remembrance of the Saints heavenly Communion with 
each other in their natural Bodies; i will alſo occaſion glorious 
Eood in their ſpirithab Bodies 3 for if the Heirs of this heaven- 
ly. Kingdom, though then Tranſlation of their, Bodits, ſhall 
he enabled to behold their glorious God, Face to Face, and in 
their Meaſures as perfectly know him, as they are known of 
lum, as Jam certain they fhally then you that moſt mind eter- 
al Excellencies, may be as confidtent of the Knowledge of 
each others Perſons and © Qualifications, upon a ſpiritual Ac- 
count, in this glorieus Kingdom, as abundantlpbeforeſaid; To 
conclude, they ſhall caſt their Crowns of everlaſting Praiſes, 
and neu Songs, at the bleſſed Feet of Chriſt Jeſus, their only 
God; becauſe, according to his divine Juſtice, anſwerable to 
all the Cruelties of the mighty Men of the Earth, done to 
himfelf and his Saints his Vengeance is ſeized upon their Souls. 
and Bodics for cverlaſting. So much concerning the Glory 
which is ta come, which Chriſt and his redeemed ones are to 
enjoy together in his eternal Throne, or Kingdom, aecording 
to his ./ n Word. | | 1 

AGAIN, In the laſt Place, I ſhall treat a little of ſpiritual 
dark, Bodies and: the Niügdom of Darkneſs appertaining to 
them; — gaieEs =" 264 ſhall; bo erernally in as dark 
20 | 2 "Es a Con- 
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three Nights, inſomuch; as the Egyptians ſaw not one anothers 
Faces, nor ſtirred from the Place they were in, for that Time 


the Darkneſs was upon them, they gnawed their Tongues for 


Pain; as you may find it in the Revelation by St., Jabs; ſo 


likewiſe: ſhal) theſe ſpiritual dark Bodies I here write of, gnaw 


their Tongues for Pain, becauſe they cannot ſee one another's' 
dreadful Faces, nor ſtir Hand nor Foot from the Place they 


are in for everlaſting; their own” Spirits ſhall be their Devil, and 
their own. Bodies ſhall be their Hell, wherein they ſhall be tor- 
mented for evermore, with the angelical Devils of this World. 
Moreover, all their wicked Thoughts, Deſires, Words and 
Actions, ſhall perfectly be brought into their Memories, and 
that ſhall be the Fuel that ſhall kindle the Fire of the Lord's 


Vengeance in them, inſomuch, that they ſhall be tormented 


with new Sorrows, © Pain and Shame continually ; the Remem- 
brance of the good Things they formerly enjoyed, ſhall add to 
their Torment alſo. This is not all, but there is a Thin 
worſe than all this, which is this, their deſpiſing the glorious 
Truths of Eternity, deliver'd by the Tongue and Pen of the 
Lord's two laſt Witneſſes; this ſhall burn in their Souls and 
Bodies more fiery hot, than all the Reſt of their Wickedneſs 
whatſoever; I mean, in thoſe that knew them, or their Wri- 
tings. Furthermore, the Remembrance of their Envy to- 
wards God, and his redeemed ones, ſhall kindle the Wrath of 
God in them a freſh, and ſo it ſhall burn in them like unto 
Fire and Brimſtqne, hotter and hotter for evermore; this will 
cauſe that weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth, ſpo- 
ken of by Chriſt, in the 24th Chapter of St. Matthew. 
AGAIN, where the Reprobates enjoyed all their Pleaſures 
and- Honour, there ſhall be the Place of their Torment and 
Shame, for our God is a God of Order, and not of Confuſion. 
Moreover, the Remembrance of their Communion together 
in fleſnly Wickedneſs, or any other carnal Delights, ſhall add 
alſo to their Torment and Shame; but this will be that, that 
will revive their Sorrows continually. Oh! the Eternity, the 
Eternity of the Condition they are in! this will come to paſs, 
as ſure as there is a God; upon all Men that live in Unright- 
couſneſs, at the next appearing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, * 
0 8 | 8 
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his mighty Angels. So much concerning the Kingdom of 
Darkneſs, and the Devils that are eternally to be tormented 
therein, with the Concluſion of this. 


ZOHN REEV E, 
and 


LODOWICK MUGGLETON. 
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